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This Annual Report from the Museum Board to the Platteville Common Council, as required by municipal
ordinance, is prepared by the Museum Department using information and statistics gathered by the museum
staff throughout the year and financial information from the Treasurer's office. The Museum Board
approved this report at the March 21, 2018 meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

William Van Deest, Museum Board President

Table of Contents

Message from the MUSEUM DIFECEON.......iiiiiiii e e eccee et e rtee et e e e st e e et ee e e s ateeeesnseeeeesnsaeeeanteeeesnneeeesansens 3
TaageTo [0 o1u o] o [ PP U PP OUPOUPTOUPRR 4
AGMUINISTEATION L.ttt et ettt et e et e et e e e bee e neeeamteeeas e e aabeeenee e mbeesateesabeeaaseeeanbeesnbeesnbeeeanes 4
[=Y5To TV V=] PP UUPUPPTOPPRPR 5
FINANCIANS ettt ettt e s e ettt e bt e e a b e e e a b e e ettt e be e e ateeea b e e et e e e beeeneeeanbeeeabeeebeeeaneeeanreann 6
D To] =11 o] o TP P PP P PP PPPPPPROPPPPI 8
g o T £ OO PSP UPTPPPPP 10
MUSEUM COIIBECTIONS ...ttt ettt ettt e ht e e st e et e e bee e bee e aeeesateeeabeesbeeenbeeanbeesabeeeneeennneas 11
LU T o Tl g T4 Ta o K €] o T¥ ] o To LSRR 12
Educational Programs & SPeCial EVENTS. ........uiiiiiiiee et s e e s e e e e e e tae s e s et ne e e s neeeeesnneeeeennsnneeanns 13
2017 AtEENAANCE DAL ittt ettt st a e a e a et s a e e e a bt s a b e e a e e e at e eabesateeateenteenteeareeaee 17
2017 VISIEOT SUNVEY ..uiiiiiiiieeieeeiiiiitteee e s esssittte e et e s e s ss et teaeeeeeessasasteaeeeeeessassstaaaeeesesassssteaeeeeesssnsstsaeeeesessnnssreneneesenns 18

2|Page



Message from the Museum Director

Thank you to the City of Platteville, the Friends of the Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, and all of the
volunteers, donors, board members, and employees that have made 2017 a successful year for the
Museums.

As | look back at 2017 | am humbled by all that you have helped us accomplish despite facing obstacles and
cuts in city funding. In 2017 we:

Moved the Mining exhibits to the Hanmer Robbins building, putting this fundamental, important
display front and center for our visitors.

Partnered with University of Wisconsin-Platteville students to create an exhibit on African American
Lead Miners that is getting state-wide and national attention.

Gave tours of the Bevans Lead Mine to 79 organized tour groups with over 2,300 people and reached
12,244 through on and off-site programming.

Worked with the City of Platteville Parks Department to replace unsightly and dangerous landscaping
along Main Street and Virgin Avenue.

Increased donations by over 1,044% to support an operations gap created by a cut in city funding.

In reflecting on all we accomplished together in one year, | can’t help but think about all that your support
means to the future of the Museums. Together we will continue to keep the history of this region alive and
relevant for our community and visitors.

Diana Bolander, Museum Director
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Introduction

The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums are a multi-building museum complex and historic mine site on the
east end of Main Street in Platteville, Wisconsin. Administered by the City of Platteville, they are dedicated
to preserving, interpreting, and displaying the artifacts of Southwest Wisconsin, with emphasis on regional
lead and zinc mining history.

Vision Statement
As a premiere Midwest destination for mining and regional history education that enriches the
quality of life for residents and visitors, we envision a community where adults and children are
inspired by history to view themselves and their world from multiple perspectives.

Mission Statement
Our mission is to continue in the pursuit of excellence in the areas of regional and mining history. To
achieve that purpose, the museums are commissioned to be custodians of the past; to interpret the
rich lead and zinc mining heritage of the region, as well as to preserve, interpret, and display the
artifacts which help define Southwest Wisconsin.

Administration

Museum Board
The City Museum Board advises the staff on museum policies, procedures, and budgetary matters. Members
included:

e Tracey Roberts, Museum Board president (January — October 2017)

e Bill Van Deest, at-large (president November — December 2017)

e  Marilyn Gottschalk, at-large (through July 2017)

e Herb Reichelt, at-large (replaced by Dave Allen in November 2017)

e Garrett Jones, secretary and Superintendent of Public Schools representative
e Mike Hahn, at-large

o Katherine Westaby, Council representative

o Dee Woolf, JIMA representative

e Steve Obershaw, Jamison Trustee representative, ex-officio

Rollo Jamison Museum Trust

The Rollo Jamison Museum Trust’s three trustees oversee the Rollo Jamison Collection of artifacts that are
not owned by the city, but are held in a public trust. The trustees did not meet in 2017, but did vote via
email. Members include:

o A member of the City Council, Katherine Westaby
o A representative from Clare Bank, Deb McWilliams
e A member of the Board of Education of the Platteville School District, Steve Obershaw
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Jamison Museum Association Board
The Jamison Museum Association's purpose is to provide volunteer and monetary support for the Mining &
Rollo Jamison Museums. The Jamison Museum Association Board in 2016 consisted of:

Dee Woolf, president

Deb Jenny, vice president

Richard Doeringsfeld, treasurer

Jeff Schave, secretary

Kathy Kopp

Hap Daus

Dave Ralph

Tracey Roberts/Bill Van Deest, Museum Board representative (non-voting)
Diana Bolander, museum director (non-voting)

Personnel

Staff

The staff consisted of three permanent, full-time positions: museum director, curator, and education
coordinator. The Museum Curator position was eliminated in November 2017 with the retirement of
Stephanie Saager-Bourret. City money also funded 11 limited term employees as tour guides, weekend
supervisor, and museum technician.

Museum Director Diana Bolander attended the American Alliance of Museums conference in St.
Louis, Missouri.

Museum Director Diana Bolander completed the Southwest Wisconsin Community Leadership
program.

Museum Curator Stephanie Saager-Bourret retired after 32 years of service to the Museums.

The Museum Director and Curator presented at the Wisconsin State and Local History Conference in
October.

The museums added two part-time employees: Joe Bass as maintenance technician, and Tracey
Roberts as IMLS grant-funded Collections Manager.

Volunteers

The museum used volunteers as tour guides, laborers, and workers on exhibits, collections care,
member recruitment, fundraising, writing, and editing for a total of 1,615 hours valued at $16,587.
A Museum Board subcommittee wrote a volunteer handbook and created onboarding protocol for
volunteers.

The Museums hosted a Volunteer Appreciation picnic in July with over 50 volunteers attending.
Brats were provided by Mike Moran and Fidelity Bank and Trust.
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Financials

TOTAL INCOME: $392,974

Donations
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Highlights

e The City of Platteville contributed $268,541, or 73% of the Museum’s total expenses, down from 80%
of 2016 expenses.

e The Museums Department returned $26,816 from Admissions Income to the City’s General Fund.

e The Jamison Museum Association contributed $17,094 in programming expenses, advertising funds,
and other support, up from $5,080 in 2016.

e The Museum received $57,569 in donations from individuals and organizations, up from $5,512 in
2016. Most of these donations will go towards operations support for 2018.

Grants
e The Jamison Museum Association received a $700 grant from the Wisconsin Historical Society
Foundation to pay for a special vacuum cleaner to use in and with collections.
e Platteville Community Fund Dispersed in 2017

o $1000 from the Clarence Gribble Trust, administered through the Platteville Community
Fund, a component of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, was used to cover
windows in collection areas.

o $2500 from the Robert and Marian Graham Fund was used to install handicapped accessible
doors at the museums’ entrance.

o $307 from the Margaret S. Keiser Charitable Fund administered through the Platteville
Community Fund, a component of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, was
used for a scanner and camera to document collections.

o $1,000 from the Elinore Loveland Trust, administered through the Platteville Community
Fund, a component of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, supported the
2017 Platteville Historic Re-enactment.

e We anticipate at least $58,454 of grant income in 2018, including:

o The Museums were awarded a $24,954 Institute for Museums and Library Services Museum
For American Grant for collections management projects. The grant monies, coming in
2018, will go towards a part-time collections manager, two summer interns, and shelving
and archival supplies to improve collections storage areas.

o The Museums were awarded a National Endowment for the Arts Our Town grant for
$25,000. This two-year project will create an arts and culture plan for the city and culminate
in a placemaking project. Most of the monies will be used to hire a consultant to run the
planning process.

o The Carmen & Eva Beining Community Endowment, administered through the Platteville
Community Fund, a component of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin,
awarded a $1000 grant for archival supplies (including acid-free containers and shelving).

o The Robert and Marian Graham fund, administered through the Platteville Community Fund,
a component of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, awarded $7,500 for
replacement of the incline handrail on the stairs to the mine.
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Donations

2017 was an interesting year full of challenges, triumphs, and growth. Thanks to the support of our
community, the Museums met our 2017 fundraising goal of $50,000. Over 200 individuals, families,
organizations, and businesses made donations to our annual fund.

Pickard’s Prospectors

($5,000 or more)

Brodbeck Foundation
Thomas Hickey

Hanmer Robbins’ Legacy
($1,000 - $2,999)
Anonymous
Nancy Daniels
Duane DeYoung
Loren & Arlene Farrey
Kay Kingeter, in memory of
Jim Kingeter
Dwight & Sharon Klaassen
Deb & Larry Jenny
Cecile Hoffman
Peggy Rice
Craig & Mary Trongaard

Rollo’s Friends

($500-999)

David & Sarah Allen

Peggy Burkard

Roger & Marilyn Gottschalk

Kenneth C. & Jessie Kilian

Stephen & Benjamin Kleefisch

Karen Kurt

Mac A McKichan, Jr.

Melody Lodge #2 F. & A. M.

The family of Royce & Odessa
Ralph

Herb Reichelt

Deborah Rice

Tracey L Roberts & Jeff
Wright

Bill Schilling

Lynn & Sue Schlager

Bill & Diane Van Deest

Thomas A. Waters

Bevans’ Band ($250-499)

John & Margaret Ambrosius

Robert Brodbeck

Keith & Suzanne Buchert

Clare Bank

Aaron & Barbara Cullen

Hap & Barbara Daus

Harriet Deiter

Jackie Dieter

Dupaco Community Credit
Union

Ed Faherty

Michael & Priscilla Hahn

Lila A. Hensley

Mary Huck

Garrett Jones & Jessie Lee
Jones

Ken & LoisKkamps

Steve & Maggie Kleisath

Joe & Kathy Kopp

George W. and Sue L.
Olthafer

Platteville Optimists Club 09-
137

Stephanie Saager-Bourret &
Ralph Bourret

Robert Broadbeck

Dr. Cyrena Sexton, Oak Park
Dental

Caroline Woodward

Terry & Delores Woolf

Mark & Twila Zidon

Rountree’s Circle
($150 - 249)

Zack & Amelia Armstrong

Greg & Brenda Banfield

Gerald & Helen Biersted

Dr. Michael & Tammy Black

Diana Bolander & Bill Yazbec

Bruce & Karla Flesch

Kevin Garvey, Garvey’s Auto
Service

Bill & Kay Halling

Kristi & Tim Loeffelholz, The
Friendly Place

Barbara Parsons

Pioneer Ford

Platteville Collision Center

Connie & Cynthia Powers

Don and Janet Rosenbrook

Scott & Heenan, LLC

Kent & Carolyn Scheuerell

Roy A. Shaver

Southwest Health

Taco John's of Platteville

Tri-State Porta Potty, Inc.

John & Ellen Urness

Thomas & Kay Young
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Gifts from $1 to $149

A & M Bridal Boutique
Scott & Roxanne Adams
Alliant Energy

Marshall Anderson
Anonymous

Ben Ballweg

Ray & Darla Banfi

Greg & Brenda Banfield
Mabel Bass

Geneva Beals

Steve Blattner

Joey & Ralph Bohl
Duane & Amy Borgen
Larry & Shirley Bowden
Louise Brockman

Betty Bumgardner
Russell & Betty Burgett
William & Adelia Campbell
Helen Cardin

Dennis & Christine Cavalier
Tim & Sharon Charles

Cindy Schave Studio and Custom

Framing

Charles Clark

Eric Cleveland State Farm
Insurance

Charles & Catherine Cornett

Chiropractic Associates of
Platteville

John & Katherine Cottingham

Bill Cramer

Culvers Frozen Custard
Cushman’s Greenhouse
Delta 3 Engineering
Barbara Daniels

Michael Daniels

Patrick Daniels

Barbara Deis

Ms. E. Elaine Delehanty
Mr. Gregory J. Dennis
Michelle and David Doan
Lori Droessler Real Estate
John & Evelyn Duesbury
John Dutcher

Erschen’s Florist

Lee Farina & Andrew Pawl
Tessa Fink

Ken & Emma Gassman

Tom & Pat Golden

William Haling

Elaine Harkness

Heartland Credit Union

Lila A Hensley

Hidden Valley Amateur Radio
Club LTD

Michelle Hilfiker

Ellsworth Hood

Honkamp Krueger & Co.

Ray & Alice Hubert

Mark lhm, Thm Builders

JAS Candies

Jim Jewell

David D Jones

Ruth Jones

Kielyn Kapugi

Karpinske Enterprises,
McDonalds Restaurant

Joe Kleefisch

Joel Klinge

Sara & Calvin Koeller

Dennis & Jane Kueter

Carol Lange

Kristi Loeffelholz

Lisle Financial Group

Michelle Mattingley

Earl & Evelyn McCullough

Medical Associates

Midwest Business Products

Keith Miles

Mound City Bank

Oak Creek Investments

Doris O’Neill

Tamar Osborne

Joan Ostendorf

Karin Peacock

Robb Paquette Agency -
American Family Insurance

Carl & Barbara Peterson

Platteville Collision Center

Platteville Jaycees

Platteville Main Street Program

Platteville Realty LLC

Platteville Senior Citizens Center

Connie & Cynthia Powers
Carolyn Prochaska

David Ralph

Alice Rekstad

Cynthia Reuter

Donald Riess Family

Douglas Rogers

Caitlin & Joe Rosemeyer

Don & Janet Rosenbrook

Dan Ruud

Jeff & Cindy Schave

Ben Schoepski

Scott & Heenan, LLC

Delores Seitz

Maynard Shepherd

Dennis Shields

Michael Short

Frances Sime

Wilma Stanton

Dr. Charles & Velma Steidinger

Barbara Stockhausen

Staci Strobl

Ms. Cindy Tang

Tashner Vision Clinic

Jeff & Keely Thomas

Joseph F. Thomas

Tri-Com Inc. - Radio Shack

Dennis Troester

Gary Tuescher

Allison Twombly

UW-Platteville Chancellor’s
Office

Kristin Urness

Larry & Carolyn Van Sickle

Waite Family Dental

Gene & Jan Weber

Katherine Westaby

Kathleen Wilcox

Bill Willis

Mr. Barry Zalben
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Exhibits
Mining Exhibits

The mining exhibits were moved from the first floor of the Rock School to the old gym in the Hanmer Robbins
Building.

University of Wisconsin-Platteville students Elizabeth Larrison, Winifred Redfearn, Simone Rand, and Tori
Kosobucki researching the exhibit with Dr. Tesdahl.

African American Lead Miners

The African American Lead Miners in Wisconsin exhibit was developed in partnership with the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville History 4720 Course in 2017 led by Dr. Eugene R. H. Tesdahl. Tori Kosobucki, Simone
Rand, Deja Roberson, Winifred Redfearn, and Elizabeth Larrison, under the tutelage of Professor Eugene
Tesdahl at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, scoured local archives for information about these

miners. They also presented on the exhibit and research at the Wisconsin State and Local History Conference
in October.

Classic Toy Train Exhibit
In February, the Classic Toy Train Exhibit was a successful event for the museum with 833 visitors attending
over two weekends.

The Big Badger Fair
This temporary exhibit explored the history of the Big Badger Fair and related horse racing culture. Local
horse racer Gabe Wand loaned the museum many artifacts.
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Museum Collections

Improved access to collections for both staff and the public is a continuing goal, as maintaining a collection of
over 30,000 objects is an enormous task that is paramount to the long-term success of the Museums
department.

Tracey Roberts was hired as Collections Manager in October to oversee the IMLS grant project.
Eleven collections volunteers contributed 658 hours of work.

2,818 artifacts were inventoried, photographed, and cataloged in the PastPerfect Museum Software
by interns, volunteers, and the Collections Manager.

Eighteen 38x24x74” powder-coated shelving units were purchased with grant money and assembled
by volunteers.

The second floor of the Rock School was repurposed as collections space and now houses the
museums’ textile collection.

Continuing in our effort to remove non-collections items from collections areas, twelve University of
Wisconsin Platteville PAACE students volunteered at a cleaning day on October 7t where non-
collections items were removed from collections spaces and the railroad tie landscaping was
removed. Faherty’s supported these efforts by donating the use of a large dumpster and the
corresponding waste charges.

Collections Manager Tracey Roberts works with Summer Intern Megan Minter.
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Buildings and Grounds

New Maintenance Technician

The Museums hired a new Maintenance technician, Joe Bass in June 2017. Joe quickly became a trusted and
dependable employee working to keep the 1905 Hanmer Robbins Building, 1863 Rock School Building, and
the outbuildings of the museum property well-maintained.

Landscaping Project

The City of Platteville Parks Department, led by Donnie Wand, removed the old rail-tie landscaping along
Virgin Avenue and Main Street and replaced it with concrete blocks that coordinate with the exteriors of our
buildings. This project will continue into 2018.

Grounds Care

The City of Platteville Parks Department assisted the museum by providing snow removal and lawn mowing
for the museum property. This results not only in nice looking grounds, but also a huge cost-savings for the
Museums.

Assessible Doors Project
Handicapped accessible door openers were installed at the main entrance to the Museums and to the
bathrooms.

University of Wisconsin-Platteville freshman volunteered at a clean-up day.
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Educational Programs & Special Events

Program
Group Tours

Teju the
Storyteller-

Classic Toy
Train Exhibit

Lyceum
Lecture
Program

Date(s)

January
16/30,
2017
February
4,5,11,12,
2017

February
and
March
2017

Attendance Features & Notes

2,365

680

Public and Private school tours

Home School Groups

Boy scouts and 4H

State Historical Society Sites

Memory Café

Illinois Association of Aggregate Producers

AIPG Geologists

Public performance in City Hall Auditorium
Westview and Neal Wilkins Early Learning Center

833 Train Layouts

11 Running Trains total
An 8 x 35’ raised layout with standard gauge trains
An 8 x 28’ O Gauge layout

Hands-on Areas

263 .

Lincoln Logs, wooden toy trains, design a wooden track
and Thomas the Tank Engine electric train

Donors contributed $660 for the Lyceum programs.
Corey Saffold: The Paradox of Being a Black Police Officer
in Today’s Society

Peter Strake — The Silver Man: The Life and Times of
Indian Agent John Kinzie

Mary Elise Antoine — The War of 1812 in Wisconsin — The
Battle For Prairie du Chien

Tamara Thomsen and Mark Langenfeld - Diving the
Mines of the Baraboo Iron Range

Peter Shrake presenting at a Lyceum Lecture.
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Program Date(s) Attendance
May Mine Re- May 2017 185
opening

Celebration

Features & Notes

Big Badger Fair Opening reception — 49 people

Derby Days Family Day — 49

Lead Pour —47

Mining Family Day — 40

We hosted two events: A Music Together workshop for

Make Music June 21, 57

Day 2017 families and the Adam Bartels Band
Heritage Day  July 4, 759 e The Wundo Band performed in East Display
2017 e Demonstrations included gramophones, music boxes,
the player piano, pedal jigsaw, and hobby horse races.
e Partners:

o The Jamison Museum Association provided the funds
for the music and advertising.

o The Rountree Gallery provided mask making project.

o Members of the Southwest Wisconsin Auto Club
exhibited their cars on the museum grounds.

o Local collectors exhibited antique tractors and several
different “hit and miss” engines.

o The Platteville Schools Music Boosters provided

refreshments.
Young July 2017 13 e The children met in the museum's marquee tent, an 18t
Pioneers century design.
Summer e They studied Native American stone tools and made a
Camp necklace, dug and searched for lead ore, cooked over an

open fire, and experimented with 19th century toys.

The Hit and Miss Engine group shows off their engines at Heritage Day
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Program Date(s) Attendance Features & Notes

Platteville September School Day The museum was actively involved in the Platteville Historic
Historic Re- 8-10,2017 Attendance: Re-enactment, which is organized by an independent
Enactment 1,999 community group with the Museums Department and the
Platteville Regional Chamber of Commerce being the major
Total partners. The museum administered the money budgeted by
Attendance:  the city for the Platteville Historic Re-enactment. The Jamison
3,084 Museum Association aided as the financial conduit for grant

writing and donations. Museum staff provided record-keeping
and reporting support to the Re-enactment committee. In
addition to the $5,000 provided by the museum, the museum
staff wrote grants through the IMA which raised $1,000 for the
Historic Re-enactment. Additional funding of $5,589 came
from individuals, organizations, businesses and the silent
auction.

e The museum set up a camp that showed the role of lead
mining in the fur trade era. The curator melted lead in a
pot over an open fire and cast bullets.

o At the second museum camp, students played hoops and
graces. On Saturday and Sunday, the education
coordinator added more games, including games played
by adults, to show the variety available in the 17t" and
18t centuries.

e Children on Saturday and Sunday participated in a
scavenger hunt staffed by a museum volunteer.

Smithsonian September 80 Sponsored by the Smithsonian, this was offered as a free day
Museum Day 23, 2017 to tour the mine and see the museums.
Live

Students await canon firings at the Platteville Historic Re-enactment
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Program
African
American
Miners
Exhibit
Opening
Sweet Treats

Jamison
Museum
Association
Annual
Meeting

Outreach
(off-site
programs)

Date(s)

October 1,
2017

October
28, 2016

November
16, 2017

Attendance
84

313

49

4,752

Features & Notes

UWP Students, Professor Eugene Tesdahl, and museums
staff presented the exhibit and research.

The Platteville Main Street Program organizes Sweet
Treats, a Halloween celebration sponsored by Main
Street businesses for children.

The Optimists organized a trunk or treat in the backyard
of the Museum:s.

Author Kathleen Ernst presented on her book Mining for
Justice

Staff visited schools and home school groups to present
on lead and zinc mining, the Little House books, winter
activities, Native Americans, and the fur trade era. For
these presentations artifacts and reproduction items
from the education collection were taken to local
classrooms. Some visits incorporated activities such as
dipping candles or playing 19t century games.
Teju the Storyteller performed for 638 students for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
The Platteville Historic Re-enactment brought 3,084
people, including 1,999 from local schools.
Presentations to adult groups this year included
presentations at

o the Grant River Recreation Campground

o Loras College Marketing Class

o the Platteville Senior Center

o Rotary, Optimists, and Kiwanis of Platteville

Teju the Storyteller presents at Westview Elementary School.
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2017 Attendance Data

Museum Attendance by Year

Total Attendance

Year
2017 12,244
2016 13,650
2015 13,923
2014 12,622
2013 13,477
2012 14,005
2011 14,319
2010 14,549
2009 14,322
2008 13,844
2007 15,535
2006 15,195
2005 14,217
2004 14,155
2003 15,466
Group Tours by Type
Tour Type
School Tours (K-12)

Education (Adult Groups)
Adult Organizations
Youth/Family Organizations

Businesses
Totals

# Tours
52

8

10

6

3

79

On-Site Attendance

7,492
9,642
9,866
9,068
9,138
9,551
10,097
10,513
10,470
9,238
10,584
10,219
9,812
9,247
10,872

Off-Site Attendance

4,752
4,008
4,057
3,554
4,339
4,454
4,222
4,036
3,852
4,606
4,951
4,976
4,405
4,908
4,594

Attendance
1,717
142
219
202
85
2,365

Museum Education Coordinator Mary Huck greets an adult tour group.
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2017 Visitor Survey

Total surveyed (ticketed walk-in): 953

VISITORS BY STATE

Other

Minn.
3%

lowa
7% Wis.

58%

How did you hear about us?
Guests who purchased tickets were asked how they heard about the museum. Some gave more than one

answer. “Local” means the person lives or has lived in the area. The term “other” includes newspaper,
welcome center, radio, magazine, TV, and driving by.

Other Brochure
4% 10%

Word of Mouth
22% Internet

18%

Tour Book
5%

Sign

5%

Repeat Visitor
[v) 0,
9% Map 26%

1%
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