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This Annual Report from the Museum Board to the Platteville Common Council, as required by municipal 

ordinance, is prepared by the Museum Department using information and statistics gathered by the museum 

staff throughout the year and financial information from the Treasurer's office.  The Museum Board 

approved this report at the April 19, 2017 meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tracey Roberts, Museum Board President 
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Introduction 
The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums are a multi-building museum complex and historic mine site on the 

east end of Main Street in Platteville, Wisconsin.  Administered by the City of Platteville, they are dedicated 

to preserving, interpreting, and displaying the artifacts of Southwest Wisconsin.    

Vision Statement 
As a premiere Midwest destination for mining and regional history education that enriches the 

quality of life for residents and visitors, we envision a community where adults and children are 

inspired by history to view themselves and their world from multiple perspectives.   

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to continue in the pursuit of excellence in the areas of regional and mining history.  To 

achieve that purpose, the museums are commissioned to be custodians of the past; to interpret the 

rich lead and zinc mining heritage of the region, as well as to preserve, interpret, and display the 

artifacts which help define Southwest Wisconsin. 

2016 Highlights 
 Attendance at all museum programs on and off site last year came to a total of 13,650. 

 The museum continues to be a popular educational tour for area schools, with 2,381 students 

visiting as part of 60 school tours.   

 New exhibits were created in the Mining Museum galleries for the first time in over thirty years. 

Administration 

Museum Board 
The City Museum Board advises the staff on museum policies, procedures, and budgetary matters.  Members 

included:  

 Tracey Roberts, Museum Board president 

 Marilyn Gottschalk, at-large 

 Herb Reichelt, at-large 

 Bill Van Deest, at-large 

 Garrett Jones, secretary and Superintendent of Public Schools representative 

 Amy Seeboth-Wilson, Council representative 

 Eric Fatzinger, JMA representative 

 Deb McWilliams, Jamison Trustee representative, ex-officio 

Rollo Jamison Museum Trust 
The Rollo Jamison Museum Trust’s three trustees oversee the Rollo Jamison Collection of artifacts that are 

not owned by the city, but are held in a public trust.  The trustees did not meet in 2016.  Members include: 

 A member of the City Council, Amy Seeboth-Wilson 

 A representative from Clare Bank, Deb McWilliams 

 A member of the Board of Education of the Platteville School District, Eric Fatzinger 
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Jamison Museum Association Board 
The Jamison Museum Association's purpose is to provide volunteer and monetary support for the Mining & 

Rollo Jamison Museums.  The Jamison Museum Association Board in 2016 consisted of:   

 Eric Fatzinger, president 

 Frank Evans, vice president 

 Richard Doeringsfeld, treasurer 

 Jeff Schave, secretary 

 Kathy Kopp 

 Dee Woolf 

 Tracey Roberts, Museum Board representative (non-voting) 

 Diana Bolander, museum director (non-voting) 

Personnel 

Staff 
The staff consists of three permanent, full-time positions:  museum director, curator, and education 

coordinator.  City money also funded 12 limited term employees as tour guides, weekend supervisor, and 

museum technician.   

 Museum Education Coordinator Mary Huck celebrated her 30th anniversary of employment with the 

Museums in September.   

 The Museum Director, Curator, and Education Coordinator attended the annual meeting of the 

Wisconsin Federation of Museums in November. 

 The Museum Director was invited to participate in a town hall by the Institute for Museums and 

Library Sciences in Philadelphia.  Her costs for this trip were covered by an IMLS stipend.   

Volunteer Hours 
The museum used volunteers as tour guides, performers, laborers, and workers on exhibits, collections care, 

and research for a total of 1,519 hours valued at $17,628. 
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Income & Expenses 
 

 

* 

 

Total Income: $334,352

City Funding - 80.5%

Friends Support - 1.5%

Grants - 1.5%

Admissions - 9.4%

Museum Store - 4.1%

Other Earned Income - 1.4%

Donations - 1.6%

Total Expenses: $331,672
Salaries - 15.5%

Wages - 36.1%

Benefits - 15.3%
Custodial Supplies - .4%
Gas, Oil & Repairs - .2%

Telephone - .2%

Postage - .1%
Office Supplies - .2
Utilities and Disposal - 4.5%

Professional Dues - .2%
Professional Development - .2%

Operating Supplies - 1%
Advertising - 3.6%

Data Processing - .2%
Building & Grounds - 2%

Vehicle Insurance - .2%
Outlay - 1.4%

Historic Re-enactment - 1.5%
Collections Management - .8%

Exhibits - 3.9%
Education - .3%
Store Expenses - 2.8%
Money Returned to General Fund - 9.4%
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Highlights 
 The City of Platteville contributed $268,996, or 80% of the Museum’s total expenses. 

 The Museums Department returned $31,297 from Admissions Income to the City’s General Fund. 

 The Jamison Museum Association contributed $5,080 in programming expenses, advertising funds, 

and other support.   

 The Museum received $5,512 in donations from individuals and organization and $4,755 in grants. 

Earned Income Highlights 
 Revenue from ticket sales was $31,297.   

 Gift shop gross sales totaled $13,722,  net was $3,271. 

 Program fees for the Young Pioneers and the Haunted Mine tours were $1,135.   

Grants 
 The Carmen & Eva Beining Community Endowment, administered through the Platteville Community 

Fund, a component of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, awarded a $1,825 grant 

for collections management software. 

 The Wisconsin Chapter of the Society of Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration awarded $3,600 for 

costs related to a new exhibit for 2016 in the Mining Museum building.  

 The Museums applied for a IMLS grant for collections management projects.  We will learn if we are 

awarded the grant in October 2017.   

 The Museums applied for an Arts/placemaking grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.  We 

will learn if we are awarded the grant in April 2017.   

New Exhibits  

Permanent Exhibits 
The Mine, Hoist House, Mining Museum, and Rollo Jamison permanent installations were cleaned and 

regular maintenance was done as necessary. Two new exhibits were installed in the Mining Museum 

Galleries, the first major changes to that space in more than thirty years.   

The Lead Rush is On! 
This new exhibit in the Mining Museum galleries exhibit traces the 

lead mining boom of the mid 1800s that brought about the 

development of our region.  Maps, illustrations, photographs, and 

artifacts bring the period alive and amaze visitors with the 

determination of the people of Southwest Wisconsin from the first 

land surveys through moving thousands of tons of lead to be 

manufactured into paint, glass, ammunition, pipes and more before 

the turn of the 20th century.   
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Zinc is King 
Also in the Mining Museum Galleries, this exhibit explores zinc mining in 

the region.  Between 1850 and 1979 zinc mining was a major driver of 

the economy in Southwest Wisconsin, with the largest boom being in the 

1910s.  This exhibit uses photography, maps, and artifacts to 

demonstrate the enormous impact this had on our region, including 

mines, railroads and Platteville’s own stock market.   

 

 

Temporary Exhibits 

Classic Toy Train Exhibit 
In February, the Classic Toy Train Exhibit was a successful event for the museum with 671 visitors attending 

over two weekends. 

Wedding Belles 1860-1955 
Local wedding traditions and dresses from the Museums’ collection were on display as well as a slide show of 

current Grant County residents in their wedding best. 

Santa Claus is Coming to Town! 
This year’s exhibit looked at Santa’s evolution from austere bishop to jolly St. Nick. A 14-foot Christmas tree, 

sleighs, and toy train layout were featured.  

Museum Collections Updates 
Improved access to collections for both staff and the public is a continuing goal, as maintaining a collection of 

over 30,000 objects is an enormous task that is paramount to the long-term success of the Museums 

department.   

 The Museums started the process of inventorying and cataloging the entire collection using Past 

Perfect Museum Software.  In 2016 we acquired the software and developed standards of use.   

 The process of labelling every storage area was systematically tackled by a summer intern.   

 We cleaned out a small room to use exclusively for collections management tasks and installed 

insulating cellular blinds in that room.   

 Grants were received from Platteville Community fund to assist with the purchase of window 

coverings and the PastPerfect software.   
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Educational Programs & Special Events 
Program   Date(s) Attendance Features & Notes 
Group Tours  3,026  Public and Private school tours 

 Home School Groups 

 Boy and Girl scouts 

 The UW-Platteville History Club 

 Society of Women Engineers 

Classic Toy 
Train Exhibit 
 

February 
6, 7, 13 & 
14, 2016 

671 Train Layouts 

 11 Running Trains total 

 An 8 x 35’ raised layout with standard gauge trains 

 An 8 x 28’ O Gauge layout  
Hands-on Areas  

 Lincoln Logs, wooden toy trains, design a wooden track 
and Thomas the Tank Engine electric train 

Lyceum 
Lecture 
Program 

 

March 
2016 

201  Donors contributed $610 for the Lyceum programs.  

 James Hibbard presented Pleasant Ridge: A Historic 
African-American Settlement in Grant County.   

 Mark and Karen Vendl presented My Home at Present: 
Lives in the Mine Boarding Houses in the San Juan 
Mountains, Colorado 

 Jesse Gant presented on Wheel Fever.   

Community 
Collections: 
Toy Soldiers 
Exhibit  

February 
–  
March 
2016 

569  A small reception was held for members, the first in 
many years for an exhibit opening. 

 The exhibits committee wants to try and showcase a 
collection from the community on a regular (probably 
every two years) basis due to the success of this exhibit.   

Heritage Day July 4, 
2016 

759  Special exhibit: Mining Stock Certificates.   

 The Wundo Band performed in East Display 

 Demonstrations included gramophones, music boxes, the 
player piano, pedal jigsaw, and scrubbing and wringing 
laundry. 

 Partners: 
o The Jamison Museum Association provided the funds 

for the music and advertising. 
o The Rountree Gallery provided bubble painting project.  
o Members of the Southwest Wisconsin Auto Club 

exhibited their cars on the museum grounds.   
o Local collectors exhibited antique tractors and several 

different “hit and miss” engines.   
o The Platteville Schools Music Boosters provided 

refreshments. 
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Program   Date(s) Attendance Features & Notes 
Young 
Pioneers 
Summer 
Camp 

July 2016 26  The children met in the museum's marquee tent, an 18th 
century design.   

 They studied Native American stone tools and made a 
beaded leather bag, dug and searched for lead ore, 
cooked over an open fire, and experimented with 19th 
century toys.  

Platteville 
Historic Re-
Enactment  

September 
9-11, 2016 
 

School Day 
Attendance: 
1,560 
 
Total 
Attendance: 
2,529 
 

The museum was actively involved in the Platteville Historic 
Re-enactment, which is organized by an independent 
community group with the Museums Department and the 
Platteville Regional Chamber of Commerce being the major 
partners.  The museum administered the money budgeted by 
the city for the Platteville Historic Re-enactment.  The Jamison 
Museum Association aided as the financial conduit for grant 
writing and donations.  Museum staff provided record keeping 
and reporting support to the Re-enactment committee.  In 
addition to the $5,000 provided by the museum, the museum 
staff wrote grants through the JMA which raised $2,200 for the 
Historic Re-enactment.  Additional funding of $5,040 came 
from individuals, organizations, businesses and the silent 
auction. 

 The museum set up a camp that showed the role of lead 
mining in the fur trade era.  The curator melted lead in a 
pot over an open fire and cast bullets.   

 At the second museum camp, students played hoops and 
graces.  On Saturday and Sunday, the education 
coordinator added more games, including games played 
by adults, to show the variety available in the 17th and 
18th centuries.   

 Children on Saturday and Sunday participated in a 
scavenger hunt organized and staffed by a museum 
volunteer. 

Jamison 
Museum 
Association 
Annual 
Meeting 
 

November 
2, 2016 

43  Past board member Eileen Engelke with the help of her 
husband, Gary, prepared a pasty dinner. 

 Profits for the dinner ticket sales came to $595.   

 The program and dinner were held at the First English 
Lutheran Church hall.  

 Stephanie Saager-Bourret presented Survey in an Instant: 
The Autumn Ramblings of David Dale Owen, 1839.   

Sweet Treats October 
29, 2016 

479  The Platteville Main Street Program organizes Sweet 
Treats, a Halloween celebration sponsored by Main 
Street businesses for children.   

 As a participant, the museum offered free train rides and 
early 20th century Halloween games and party activities 
in the East Display. 

Haunted 
Mine Tour 

October 
28-29, 
2016 

47  Jennifer Smith led the effort to organize this event with 
tour guides and the UWP History Club.   
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Program   Date(s) Attendance Features & Notes 
Santa Claus is 
Coming to 
Town! Exhibit 

December 
4-31, 2016 

1,375  The children’s play area featured a mini piano, fish pond 
game, wooden animals, and a pinball game.   

 Activities included ornament making, toy trains, and 19th 
century parlor games.   

 Musical performances by the Platteville Chorale, the 
Platteville High School Blue Notes, and the Platteville 
Children’s Choir brought in 429 attendees.  

 School tours brought in 475 people 

Outreach  
(off-site 
programs) 

 4,008  Staff visited schools and home school groups to present 
on lead and zinc mining, the Little House books, winter 
activities, Native Americans, and the fur trade era.  For 
these presentations artifacts and reproduction items 
from the education collection were drew to local 
classrooms.  Some visits incorporated activities such as 
dipping candles or playing 19th century games.   

 The Platteville Historic Re-enactment brought 2,529 
people, including 1,560 from local schools.   

 An exhibit of military artifacts from our collection was on 
exhibit at the Harry & Laura Nohr Gallery at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 

 Presentations to adult groups this year included 
presentations at: 
o Director Bolander participated in the What is Public 

History? Roundtable at UWP Platteville. 
o the Grant River Recreation Campground. 
o the UW-Platteville History Club. 
o Philanthropic Educational Organization.   
o the Platteville Senior Center. 
o Rotary of Platteville. 
o Optimists of Platteville. 
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2016 Attendance Data 

Museum Attendance by Year 
Year Total Attendance On-Site Attendance Off-Site Attendance 

2016 13,650 9,642 4,008 
2015 13,923 9,866 4,057 
2014 12,622 9,068 3,554 
2013 13,477 9,138 4,339 
2012 14,005 9,551 4,454 
2011 14,319 10,097 4,222 
2010 14,549 10,513 4,036 
2009 14,322 10,470 3,852 

2008 13,844 9,238 4,606 
2007 15,535 10,584 4,951 
2006 15,195 10,219 4,976 
2005 14,217 9,812 4,405 
2004 14,155 9,247 4,908 
2003 15,466 10,872 4,594 
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Museum Attendance by Age

Adult Children
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Group Tours by Type 
Tour Type # Tours Attendance 

School Tours (K-12) 60 2,381 
Education (Adult Groups) 4 55 
Adult Organizations 9 191 
Youth/Family Organizations 8 335 

Businesses 4 64 
Totals 85 3,026 

 

2016 Visitor Survey 
Total surveyed (ticketed walk-in): 1,655 

 

Guests who purchased tickets were asked how they heard about the museum.  Some gave more than one 

answer.  “Local” means the person lives or has lived in the area.  The term “other” includes info center, book, 

television and the answer “driving by.”   
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