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The mission of  The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums is to continue in the pursuit of  
excellence in the areas of  regional and mining 
history. To achieve that purpose, the museums 
are commissioned to be a custodian of  the past; 
to interpret the rich lead and zinc mining heritage 
of  the region, as well as to preserve, interpret, 
and display the artifacts that define Southwest 
Wisconsin.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums aspire to be 
the premiere mining and regional history museum 
in the Upper Midwest and to instill an appreciation 
of  the past and a sense of  place for the future.

VISION STATEMENT
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“This was so much fun! My husband and I
went yesterday and happened to be the only ones in the tour group. Our guide was funny and 

very knowledgeable. The museum was interesting. It is small but has a lot of great information. I plan on coming 
back on my own to spend more time with the displays. The store had rocks and minerals for a very reasonable price 

as well as pretty jewelry kids might like. They also had ice cream made at the college. We had made ourselves a 
picnic so it was fun getting ice cream.” -Michelle472, Madison, WI

“A good tour and museum. We learned a lot. It was fun to go down into the mine. Guide was knowledgeable and 
answered all our questions. Kids will really like the train ride at the end.” -acfan3, Allentown, NJ

Museum Friends:

R
eflecting on 2022, I am delighted to report 
that beyond a wonderful daily tour season and 
successful slate of  special seasonal programs, 

The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums completed 
a number of  “firsts” that complemented our usual 
slate of  offerings that made this year so special for 
our community of  visitors. As you will read in this 
report, the attendance and annual gifts truly reflect 
a commitment from our organization’s supporters to 
prepare this Museum for the next generation.

This year many of  you joined us as we launched 
our first UV Light Prospecting Mine Tour, enhanced 
Mine Day with a bluegrass festival and gem and 
mineral show component, hosted the Wisconsin 
Science Festival for the first time, and pioneered a 
new Walking Tour in partnership with the Platteville 
Community Arboretum. And people loved these fresh 
nodes of  connectivity!

After two years of  pandemic-related challenges 
to welcoming in-person visitors, it has been 
rewarding to enjoy crowds returning for school field 
trips, motorcoach bus tours, and General Museum 
Admission & Guided Mine Tours. Historic Re-
enactment returned after a two-year hiatus and 
welcomed more than 3,000 visitors. 

The Friends of  The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums raised a full $25,000 as part of  a Challenge 
Grant intiated by a generous Platteville citizen. 
Combined with a $10,000 grant from the Dubuque 
Racing Association, this Challenge Grant will make 
a Capital Campaign Feasibility Study possible to 
prepare the Museum for the future while also also 

Erik Flesch
Museum Director

pushing the Annual Fund over the finish line. 
I am extraordinarily grateful for the profound 

showing of  support for my vision to connect 
generations through the heritage and pioneering spirit 
of  ingenuity, inquiry, enterprise, and development in 
the Upper Mississippi Valley. The significance of  our 
Museum cannot be underestimated an asset for our 
community and region.

Museum Director Erik Flesch (right) welcomes a visitor on 
Heritage Day with an interpretation of zinc ore minerals.



Administration

a

3

Museum Director
Erik Flesch

Museum Specialist 
Collections Manager

Rachel Vang
PTS (13 hrs)

Tour Guides

PTS (20 hrs)

Museum 
Custodial 
Technician

Corey Jenny/ 
Sharon Trent
PTS (4 hrs)

Museum Intern 
Collections Manager

Sherri Hall
PTS (13 hrs)

Friends of  The Mining & 
Rollo Jamison Museums 
Board of  Directors

Platteville Museum Board

BOARD LEADERSHIP

Eileen Nickels, President
Garret Jones, Secretary
Brad Brogley
Kathy Connett

Deb Jenny
Deborah Rice
Mark Stead
William Van Deest Deb Jenny, President

Hap Daus, Vice President
Dee Woolf, Secretary
Duane DeYoung, Treasurer

Steve Bussan
Mark Haas
William Van Deest
Matthew Zielinski
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Participation

“Great information and experience. Was cold and wet but the person doing the session was great. Was worth the 
money and great things in store.” -Janet, Rochester, MN

“Very interesting tour about mining in southern Wisconsin. The museum was also very well done. We came with our 
13 and 11 yr old, and they also found it interesting. The museum has a few hands on things that are also fun.” -Julie P.

The museum is administered by the City of  Platteville Museum  
Department under the direction of  the City Manager, Museum Board,  
and Common Council. The Friends of  The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that exists to be the 
membership organization for The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, to 
fundraise and provide financial support for The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums, to promote interest in the history of  the tristate area, and to 
support The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums in all their endeavors.

The Jamison Museum Association, dba Friends of  
The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, EIN 39-1363989.

The Museum Board is a Municipal Board of  
the City of  Platteville that sets policies for 
all aspects of  the Mining and Rollo Jamison 
Museums relating to maintenance, staffing, 
public utility, and the disbursements of  monies 
belonging to the Museum Fund. 

MUSEUM STAFF

Museum Specialist 
Visitor Services (RPT)

Cindy Clayton

Communications 
Assistant 

Jean Verger/ 
Amanda Zasada

PTS (18 hrs)

Museum Specialist 
Communications (RPT)

Angie Wright

Museum Specialist 
Education (RPT)
Marie Whisenant

Museum Facilities  
Technician

Corey Jenny/ 
Emma Larson 
PTS (12 hrs)
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DIGITAL PARTICIPATION

Facebook Page Website Entrances YouTube Views

VOLUNTEERISM

In 2022, 62 volunteers contributed 1,115 volunteer hours. The Friends of The Mining 
& Rollo Jamison Museums named Heidi Dyas McBeth volunteer of the year. Heidi 
volunteered twice a week with the collections team, assisting the team with handling and 
photographing hundreds of artifacts, and entering detailed data into the digital catalog 
as part of a multi-year stewardship project. With tens of thousands of items to catalog, 
Heidi’s work is a critical part of the Museum’s ongoing e�orts. Thank you, Heidi!



2022 Year in Review Events and Programs

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Unveiled “13,000 Years of Driftless Ingenuity” 
exhibition and “Who We Are: Seeing People in the 
Tools They Use” poster with financial support from 
Wisconsin Humanities. Refreshed Native American 
school outreach program to accompany them.

• Created “Art and Science of Glass” exhibit and 
live program as part of Wisconsin Science Festival 
International Year of Glass in September.

• Launched a UV-Light Prospecting Tour as part of 
Mine Day (August 20) and piloted “Land, Place, 
and Life:  A Driftless Walking Tour” (October 15) 
in partnership with the Platteville Community 
Arboretum.

• Held a slate of successful public programs, 
including online Winter Lyceum (find recordings 
on our YouTube channel), and in-person seasonal 
festivals including Frozen Mine Experience (Feb. 
19), Make Music Platteville (June 21), Heritage 
Day (July 4), Mine Day (Aug. 20), Historic Re-
enactment (Sept. 9-11), Sweet Treats on Main 
train rides and Haunted Mine Tours (Oct. 29), 
UW-Platteville Family Day (Nov. 5), Friends of 
the Museum Annual Meeting & Program (Nov. 5), 

and Holiday Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides (Dec. 
2, 9, 16); and delivered Community Free Days on 
season opening day (May 1) and season closing day 
(October 31).

• $6K in grants supported 2022 Field Trip 
Scholarships for all Grant County 4th Graders.

• Unveiled a line of six custom ice cream flavors in 
partnership with UW-Platteville Pioneer Sweets.

• Completed ambitious collections stewardship work 
plan under 2022-2022 IMLS Inspire! Grant for 
Small Museums and was awarded a new grant for 
2022-2024.

• Repaired, sandblasted and repainted five historic train 
cars and a World War I Minenwerfer mortar stored 
outdoors with financial support from the Friends of 
The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums donors.

• Completed replacement of 1950s-era roof on 
1905 Hanmer Robbins building with Grant County 
CDBG grant support, as well as a number of projects 
addressing museum safety, security, and air quality 
issues. Began a comprehensive museum campus 
preservation and long-term maintenance plan.

5

As digenimust aut quos aut fugia conseque sus si 
ium eiciaerupta dolupta quianda cus est, untiae pos

As digenimust aut quos aut fugia conseque sus si 
ium eiciaerupta dolupta quianda cus est, untiae pos

6

Winter Lyceum

The 2022 Winter Lyceum, held Sundays from February 20 to April 3, featured seven 
engaging talks online via Zoom at a cost of $4 each or $20 for all seven. Keynote 
speaker, Dr. James Wright, presented “From Zinc Miner to Dartmouth College 
President,” with a Q&A led by Bill Van Deest. This year’s popular lineup covered topics 
spanning 13,000 years of human history, from the Ice Age to the present day. 

Mine Day

This classic festival of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math featured 
STEAM exhibitions and games as well as live bluegrass music all day, demonstrations 
including blacksmithing, steam engines, and a pneumatic drill, and an earth science 
exhibition. New this year was a UV-Light Prospecting Tour, gem and mineral show, plus 
custom ice cream flavors by Pioneer Sweets. Kids enjoyed mine-themed children’s 
games including plinko, tommyknocker sucker pull, and panning for minerals.

Heritage Day 

Crowds returned for this 41st annual July 4th community celebration. Free Family 
Activities included antique cars and tractors, early American outdoor games, hit and 
miss engines; plus demonstrations of mechanical musical instruments, woodworking, 
and spinning; and entertainment by The Wundo Band and Oak Apple Morris 
Dancers. Seven community members performed a  live reading of the Declaration of 

Community Free Days

To thank the citizens of Platteville for their continued support, The Mining & Rollo 
Jamison Museums o�ered two community free days: season opening day, May 1; and 
season closing day, October 31. Admittance to the museums was free to Platteville 
residents, with guided Mine Tours and Train Rides included. We will continue these into 
the future.

Holiday Horse Drawn Carriage Rides

Groups of families and friends from far and wide joined us for annual Holiday Horse-
Drawn Carriage rides the first three Fridays in December. These old-fashioned carriage 
rides through downtown Platteville o�ered guided interpretation about local history 
and key architectural landmarks, while riders enjoyed the scenery and holiday lights 
around town with a beautiful team of draft horses. 

Haunted Mine Tours

Visitors turned out in droves to experience Platteville’s spookiest annual Halloween 
tradition, descending deep into the 1845 Bevans Mine in the Museum back yard for 
guided lantern-lit tours to discover historical truths that are stranger than fiction. 
Above ground before their tour, they learned about piskies, brownies, and other fairies 
known in Celtic lands and received a charm bag to ward o� unwelcome spirits.
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FRIENDS OF THE MINING & ROLLO JAMISON MUSEUMS

CITY OF PLATTEVILLE MUSEUM DEPARTMENT

COMBINED REVENUE

Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums
$186,906

City of Platteville Museum Department
$375,095

Total Combined Revenue
$562,001

Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums
$98,844

City of Platteville Museum Department
$375,095

Total Combined Expenses
$473,939
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“Good history lesson! Loved all the antique displays and the 1931 train. Nice gift shop 
and friendly staff!” –Kayla H.

“Excellent tour, the young lady that gave us are tour was impressively knowledgeable, 
definitely worth the drive.. thanks again.” –Matthew C.
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Thank You, 2022 Donors, Members and Sponsors!
This list reflects all donations, dues, and sponsorship gifts received between 1/1/2022 and 12/31/2022. 

Pickard's Prospectors  
($5,000+)

Robert Brodbeck/American 

Endowment Foundation*

Hanmer Robbins' Legacy  
($1,000 - $2,999)

Joyce and Charles Clark

National Association of  
Theatre Owners of  

Wisconsin & Upper 

Michigan

Nanette Rankin
Carolyn & Stephen  

Van De Wiel

Rollo's Friends  
($500-999)

American Legion Post 42
Linda E Bernhardt
Clare Bank

Annette Daniels/Fidelity 

Charitable*

Priscilla & Mike Hahn/

Fidelity Charitable*

Janey & John Kortas

LJ Property Holdings LLC
Southwest Health

Bevans' Band  
($250-499)

Barbara & Pat Clare

Michele & Duane DeYoung

Orlyn Edge

Elizabeth & Robert Gates

Alice & John Gibson

Patricia & Tom Golden

Sharon & Dwight Klaassen

Maggie & Steve Kleisath

Bruce Langseth & Lindley 
Jensen

Sue L. & George W. Olthafer
Don Reinicke

TRICOR Insurance

Janis K. & Ronald E. Weier

Susan & Dr. James Wright

Rountree's Circle  
($150-249)

Margaret & John Ambrosius

Karen Burg

Lois Jean & Kenneth Kamps
Heidi Dyas-McBeth & 

William C. McBeth

Ed & Lois Richardson 
Family

Carol & Raymond 

Richardson

Carolyn & Kent Scheuerell

Susan & Lynn Schlager/
Fidelity Charitable

Jane & Eric Schulenburg

Cynthia J. Tang

Mary E. Turner

Norma Whisenant

 Gifts from $1 to $149
Regina & Tim Anderson

Anonymous, In Memory of  

Margot King

Anonymous

Patricia & Benjamin Ballweg

Darla & Ray Banfi
Geneva Beals

Robert Bennett

Therese & Nate Bethel
Bart Whitaker

Molly & Trevor Bohn

Jane & Phil Bohnenkamp

Carley Borcherding

Amy & Duane Borgen

Kathy Bouret

Stephanie Saager-Bourret & 

Ralph Bourret

James Brooks

Suzanne & Keith Buchert

Cynthia Clayton

Jeanette & Daniel Cline

Herb Cody

Marilee & Matthew Cole

Kathleen & John Connett

Katherine & John 

Cottingham

Mary Bergs & Scott Cruse

E. Elaine Delehanty

Jackie Dieter

Kathy & John Digman

Lou Anna & Frederick 
Domann

Evelyn & John Duesbury

John Dutcher

David Eagan

Lou Ann & Ronald Ellingson
The Family of  Barry L. Ellis
Kari & Josh Elmer

Tammy Enz

Sara Lomasz Flesch & Erik 
Flesch

Paula & Raymond Gadke

Kevin Garvey

Marilyn & Roger Gottschalk

Dorothy & George Gray

Renee & Paul Guler

Joan & Mark Haas

Ann E Haglund

Hope Hague

Iza Ferreira & Will Harris

Laurel Hartung
Winifred Heidenreich

German Herandez/Thrivent 

Choice Dollars

Lydia & Kyle Horne
Christina Hoyt & Family

Alice & Ray Hubert

Nancy & Tom Hunt
Julianna & Mark Ihm

Ruth Jones

George Kassal

Mary Klemish

Jane & Dennis Kueter

John Lauper
Cindy & Thomas Martens

Pamela Mather

Mac A. McKichan, Jr.

Lynn & Mark Meyers

Network for Good
Rebecca Peters

Sharon & Larry Pink
Lea Anne & Myron Friberg
Carolyn J. & Dean R. 

Prochaska

Fern Reinstein

Cynthia & Gregory Reuter

Sylvie & Yann Rohou

Arnie Roper

Cindy Santos

Betty Schambow

Al Scheer

William Schwantes

Delores J. & Mark P. 

Severtson

Stacia & Tim Stephenson

Tracy & Michael Szajda

Heath Hartwig

Cathy & Leo Troy
Ellen & John Urness

Beverly Vaillancourt
Diane & William Van Deest
Carrie & Joseph S. Van 

Hallgren

Linda & Eric Van Natta
James Vander Meer
Bruce Waddell/Thrivent 

Choice Dollars*

Therese & Richard Waugh

Elizabeth & John Webster

Patricia & Robert Weier

Carolyn Woodward

Delores & Terry Woolf

Angela & Kristopher Wright

Carol Yoose

Kay & Thomas Young

Geri & Timothy Zauche/

Thrievent Choice Dollars

Wendy & Robert Zellmer

Kim & Matt Zielinski

Thomas Zolper

     

ANNUAL FUND DONORS: These generous gifts support the Museum where it is needed most.

*All or a portion of  this gift is 
from a donor-advised charitable 
fund. 

$5,000+
Arlene Farrey

$3,000-$4,999
Barbara and Harold Daus

$1,000-$2,999
Benton Community Develop-

ment Corporation

$500-$999
Michele and Duane DeYoung

Julie and James Hamilton/

Schwab Charitable 

$1-$149
Michael Gibson

Rosemarie and Merl Linder

SPECIAL PROJECT DONORS:These restricted gifts are 
specified for named projects, including future capital 
improvements, the Kopp Memorial Garden, school field 
trip scholarships, and train maintenance. 

ENDOWMENT FUND CONTRIBUTION: The principal 
in the endowment fund is permenantly restricted while 
all, or a portion, of  the earnings from the investment 
may be used to support the long-term mission of  the 
Museum. 

Anonymous, $5,400

GRANT AWARDS: 

Ann & Leo Stoll Charitable Trust, $5,000; 
Platteville Community Fund, $1,668; 
Grant County Tourism Committee, $417

CHALLENGE GRANT DONORS: These generous gifts supported the Capital Capaign Feasiblity Study Challenge 
Grant that will support a Museum Capital Campaign Feasibility Study, 

$25,000
Anonymous

$5,000+
Arlene Farrey, $10,000

$1,000-$2,999
Kimberly & Barry Brodbeck

Peggy & Jerry Burkard

Katherine Christenson

Kathleen & John Connett

Stephanie & Dennis Cooley

Michele & Duane DeYoung

Deb & Larry Jenny
National Association of  

Theatre Owners of  

Wisconsin & Upper 

Michigan

Diane & William Van Deest

$500-$999
Harriet Deiter

Priscilla & Mike Hahn/Fidelity 

Charitable*

Beverly & Jim Holler

Eileen & Tom Nickels
William Schilling

Joanne Wilson

Ruth & Allan Young

Kim & Matt Zielinski

$250-$499
Frances & Michael Breyer

Mary and Richard 

Doeringsfeld

Fidelity Bank & Trust

Beverly and James Harris

Mary Huck

Jessamyn Lee-Jones & Garrett 
Jones

Deborah Rice & Bill Kloster

Lynn & Mark Meyers
Network for Good
Jan & Gene Weber

Delores & Terry Woolf

$150-$249
Sarah & David Allen

Margaret & John Ambrosius

Lila Hensley
Mary Ann Schultz

Dennis Troester

$1-$149
Anonymous (3)
Bernetta & Marshall Anderson

Rachael Andrew

Michele Bartels

Sandee Beaman

William Breihan

Onno Brouwer

Sharon & Tim Charles

Susan Culver

Ann & Frank Duchow

Janean Faull

Sara Lomasz Flesch & Erik 
Flesch

Michael Gibson

Marilyn & Roger Gottschalk

Joan & Mark Haas

Judy Schaefer & Martin 

Jacobson

Diana Johnson

Margaret Jones

Jane & Patrick Keily

Jessie & Ken Kilian

Greg Knoke

Kathy & Joe Kopp

Patricia McFadden

Mac A. McKichan, Jr.

Timothy Meyer

Nathan Niehaus
Janice & John Popple

Joanne & Paul Reese

Mary June Rewey

Cindy & Jeff  Schave

Joy & Jerry Schewe

Susan & Allen Schroeder

Kathleen Scott

Emma Stocke

Shirley & Ernest Thalmann

Keely & Jeff  Thomas

Kim & Ken Thorsen

Mary E. Turner

Cathy & Neal Wegner
Janis K. & Ronald E. Weier

Bernard & Jessie Wievel 

Family Trust

Angela & Kristopher Wright

Barry Zalben



Winter Lyceum 
Gifts of  $250
Clare Bank

FEH Design

Jordan Holthaus State Farm 

Insurance

H&R Block

Heritage Day 
Gifts of  $1,000+ 

A&W Platteville

Gifts of  $500+ 
 Nancy Daniels

Gifts of  $200-$250 
Allegiant Oil

Blue Note Music
Clare Bank

Inspiring Community, Inc.

Mound City Bank

Deborah Rice & Bill Kloster, In 

Memory of  Peggy Rice

Historic Re-enactment 
Gifts of  $1,000-$2,000 

Platteville Community Fund

Stephen Kleefisch

 Gifts of  $300-$500
Stephanie Saager-Bourret & 

Ralph Bourret

Nancy Daniels

Friends of  The Mining & Rollo 

Jamison Museums

Mary Huck

Gifts of  $200-$250
A&W Platteville

Allegiant Oil

Kathy & Joe Kopp

McDonald’s (Karpinske/Newman 
Organization)

Mine Day 
Gifts of  $500

A&W Platteville

Gifts of  $100-200
Nancy Daniels
Inspiring Community, Inc.

McCullough Creative

Medical Associates

Pick & Gad Picnic  
Gifts of  $50-$100

A&W Platteville

Clare Bank

Inspiring Community, Inc.Tri-Com 

Radio Shack 

Tri-County Title Services, LLC 

Friends Annual Meeting  
Gifts of  $100
A&W Platteville

Inspiring Community, Inc., 

Platteville Collision Center

Tri-Com Radio Shack

P R O G R A M  S P O N S O R S H I P S :  These donations support intergenerational Museum programming.

Name(s) for Acknowledgement:  _____________________________________________________

Address:   ________________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP:___________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________   Email: __________________________________________

Gift Information o Anonymous, please.  o I am interested to discuss a bequest.
o I/We enclose a $______________ gift of  general support to be used where needed most.
o I/We enclose a restricted gift of  $______________ for the following Wish List Item:
________________________________________________________________________
o I/We Wish to be Sustainers and to a Make a Recurring Gift of  $ _________________
Account Type:     Frequency:  o Monthly (~15th of  month) 
o Checking   o Savings                  o Quarterly   o Annually 

Bank Name __________________________________________

Account # ___________________________ Routing # ___________________________

Signature:  _______________________________________________________________________

Charge the One-Time Donation to: o MasterCard   o Visa   o AmEx   o Discover 

Card #: ________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________  CSC #: ___________

Signature:  _______________________________________________________________________

This sustaining gift will 
be ongoing until I contact 
the museum to increase, 
decrease, or cancel.

Please consider making a donation 
to support Museum operations,  

programming, and initiatives.    

• The Friends are a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, EIN 39-1363989.

• Gifts are tax deductible to the 
limits of  the law. 

• You can give conveniently online:  
www.mining.jamison.museum/donate

• Please consider the Museums in 
your estate plans.

Please return form and make 
checks payable to: 

The Friends of  the Mining & 
Rollo Jamison Museums
P.O. Box 780
Platteville, WI 53818

Contact Erik Flesch at (608) 348-3301 
or museumdirector@platteville.org 
with questions.  


