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Sunday, May 1, marks the opening day of  The 
Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums' regular tour 
season, and we are delighted to welcome you back! 

The Museum will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 
until October 31. To thank the citizens of  Platteville for 
their continued support, the Museum began offering 
two community free days last year: season opening 
day, which is May 1, and season closing day, October 
31. Museum admission, including interior galleries, a 
Guided Mine Tour and weather-permitting Train Ride 
will be free to Platteville residents (proof  of  residency 
required). Advance registration is suggested, and can 
be made at www.mining.jamison.museum. May 1 

also marks the start of  National Tourism Week. The 
Platteville Regional Chamber has selected Community 
Free Day as the kickoff  to Platteville's celebration, 
which will include events throughout the week.
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Museum Reopens May 1 
for the Tour Season With 
Community Free Day
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Collections Team Keeps 
Advancing Stewardship
The Museum collections crew is maintaining 
a breakneck pace as they advance deliverables 
in improving environmental conditions and 
artifact registration for the IMLS Inspire! Grant 
for Small Museums that expires Aug. 31. Led 
by Museum Specialist-Collections Management 
Rachel Vang, with assistant Sherri Hall, intern 
Jean Verger, and volunteers Heidi Dyas-McBeth, 
Julie Hamilton, and Elizabeth Pronschinske, the 
team continues to bring order and preservation 
best practices to the Museum collections. 

In January collections staff constructed a 
new furniture racking system in the Hanmer 
Robbins storage floor, with assistance from 
Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums director Mark Haas. They completed 
creation of wayfinding diagrams for all 

Continued on Page 9

'13,000 Years of Driftless 
Ingenuity' Brings Stories 
of Place, People Together

Building on a wonderful year of  milestone 
anniversaries, The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums have many initiatives in store for 

this special new year that celebrate human ingenuity, 
inquiry, enterprise, and development — what might 
be called the pioneering spirit — in the context of  our 
unique Driftless Area landscape over a long timeline. 
Perhaps the most important is a new exhibit titled 
“13,000 Years of  Driftless Ingenuity.”

The exhibit builds on a year of  work behind 
the scenes with financial support from Wisconsin 
Humanities. Working with Driftless Pathways 
archaeologists, Museum staff  members Rachel Vang 
and Sherri Hall analyzed, labeled, digitally cataloged, 
and organized more than 1,100 Native American 

Projectile points come together with other items made from stone, plant, and 
animal resources in a new exhibit on ancient tools of our Driftless Region.
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Mark Your Calendar
June 21  
Make Music Platteville
Enjoy free live music on the beautiful museum 
campus again this year. Make Music Day is a 
celebration of music on the summer solstice 
that is performed by anyone and enjoyed by 
everyone. You're invited to take part and to 
help show off our local talent. The festival 
goes all day across Platteville. Details TBA.

July 4 
Heritage Day
Heritage Day is a July 4th community 
celebration of Platteville’s rich history and 
bright future. Join us for a day of free family-
focused activities and exhibitions, including 
early American outdoor games, a car and 
engine show, demonstrations, and food from 
the Platteville Music Boosters.

August 20
Mine Day
Platteville's classic festival of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math 
features live music and a variety of family 
oriented STEAM exhibitions and games. 
Demonstrations include blacksmithing, 
pneumatic drilling, lead-pouring and an earth 
science and mineral exhibition.

July 4 - August 20
Pick & Gad Raffle
Save the date for this fun and important 
annual fundraiser that started last year. 
Support the Friends of The Mining & Rollo 
Jamison Museums and win valuable cash 
prizes by purchasing a ticket. Sales open on 
Heritage Day on July 4, and the drawing will 
take place on Mine Day on August 20.
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Pasty Sale a Big Success 

The Friends of  the Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museum inaugural Cornish Pasty Fundraiser 
early this year was created to support the 

Museum while celebrating the birth of  Wisconsin 
and its Badger State identity with the food that our 
earliest miners ate. The community response was 
simply amazing, and we thank all who participated 
by ordering pasties and/or volunteering. The initial 
goal was to sell 1,000 pasties; however, we sold more 
than 2,500! Distribution was held on St. Piran's 
Day on March 5, and on March 12 due to popular 
demand. The pasties were prepared by Kathy and 
Dan Villaincourt, owners of  the Walker House 
in Mineral Point  — whose beef  pasties the Food 
Network dubbed "one of  Wisconsin’s best foods."

Because of  the unexpected demand, the Museum 
required extra chest freezers to keep the pasties nice 
and cold for customer pick-up. We put out a call and 
several community members came forward to help. 
We give a special thank you to Josh Butson, Mark 
Haas, Steve Kleefisch, Mark Tranel, and Rita and 
Joe Udelhoven for the use of  their chest freezers.

Based on the success of  this fundraiser, the 
Friends of  the Museum has resolved to make the 
Cornish Pasty Fundraiser a recurring event. Several 
community members have already contacted the 
Museum saying they hope we do this again. It's clear 
that almost 200 years after the first Cornish miner 
ventured into this mining district, the appetite for 
pasties is stronger than ever in the region!

Chili Sauce Recipe
Shared by Norenne Masbruch of Platteville for use 
as a condiment with Cornish pasties. From "Joy of 
Cooking," by Irma S. Rombauer. Makes eight pints. 
6 red bell peppers, coarsely chopped
6 large onions, coarsely chopped
14 pounds ripe tomatoes, peeled, seeded, chopped
3 cups cider vinegar
2 cups packed light brown sugar
2 tablespoons pickling or canning salt
1 tablespoon black pepper
1 tablespoon ground allspice
1 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon ground ginger
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon grated or ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon celery seeds
Combine ingredients and bring to a boil over medium 
heat. Simmer until thick, stirring often, about 3 hours. 
Adjust seasoning to taste and pack in pint jars.

Dee Woolf presents Amelia Armstrong with pasties March 5.

New Ice Cream Line in R&D

The Museum is excited to have a portfolio of 
all-new ice cream flavors in research and 
development with Pioneer Sweets that will 

be sold in the Museum Store. Pioneer Sweets is a 
student-managed ice cream business in the School of 
Agriculture at UW-Platteville put together by Dr. 
Tera Montgomery. The Museum strives to provide 
visitors with an authentic place-based experience of 
the Driftless Area — even in store merchandise, which 
contributes a third of the Museum’s earned income. 
Hand-crafted ice cream in fun only-found-here flavors 
will contribute to the experience for visitors while 
adding a new revenue stream. Stay tuned for more! Pioneer Sweets created 20 ice cream prototypes in March.
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Programs
Field Trip Scholarships 
Ensure Access for Kids

The Friends of  The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums Field Trip Scholarship program will 
provide more free field trips this year than ever 

before, with the biggest increase in attendance coming 
from schools in the Museum's backyard. The scholarship 
program was made possible by a $5,000 grant from 
the Ann & Leo Stoll Jr. Charitable Trust managed by 
Mound City Bank and a $1,000 gift from the Platteville 
Optimist Club in 2021, plus a $1,500 grant from the 
Benton Community Development Corporation in 2022.

The scholarship program covers the costs of  both 
museum admission and bussing for students, teachers 
and chaperones. Preference is given to Grant County 
4th-grade classes, followed by Iowa and Lafayette 
County schools. Classrooms have been invited to 
participate on a first-come, first served basis. 

The school tour program provides guided tours of  
the 1845 underground Bevans Mine, mining history 
exhibits, and the Rollo Jamison cultural history 
collection, which focuses on the way of  life of  common 
people of  our region from its pioneering period through 
the 1970s. The online curriculum content developed 
in 2020 provides resources for teachers to use in the 
classroom before or after the field trip.  

Fourth-graders consider home technologies of daily life in days past.

Arts, Culture & Heritage 
Nomination Honor
The Museum was honored to be recognized in two 
ways at the 59th Annual Celebration and Arthur 
Virtue Awards by the Platteville Regional Chamber.  
This year we mark our 25th anniversary as a member 
of the Chamber, a valuable partnership that we are 
glad to continue. We were also excited to have been 
nominated by the Chamber for the 2022 Wisconsin 
Governor’s Tourism Award for Arts, Culture & Heritage. 
This award is presented to a business or destination 
that showcases the arts, culture or heritage for the 
enhancement of the tourism experience and economic 
well-being of a community. Thank you to the Platteville 
Regional Chamber for their continuing partnership with 
the Museum and City of Platteville. Wayne Wodarz presented a certificate for 25 years of membership.
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Virtual Tour Now Enhanced
Did you know that more than 130,000 people have 
made a virtual visit to the Museum since September 
2020? Thanks to a Platteville Community Fund 
grant, photographer and web developer Scott Witte 
of Tour de Force 360VR has made this experience 
even more powerful with infoboxes and voice-over 
audio that provide an even more comprehensive 
Museum experience than the original Google Tour. 
See www.mining.jamison.museum/virtual-tours to 
check out the Virtual Tour. This Bevans Mine view has been seen 130,000+ times on Google.

Lyceum Videos Now Online
The 2022 Winter Lyceum, which ran on Sundays from 
February 20 to April 3, included a fascinating lineup of 
speakers and topics. The online Zoom format attracted 
130 season ticketholders from around the country plus 
many others for individual talks. More than three times 
as many people have been able to enjoy the Lyceum 
series since we transitioned to a virtual format in 2021.

Dr. James Wright highlighted his journey from 
zinc miner to college president. Drs. Gene Tesdahl and 
Josh Wachuta covered local Native American history. 
Brad Gottschalk gave an overview of Wisconsin’s 
mining history. Dr. Jack Williams covered changes in 
Wisconsin ecosystems since the Ice Age. A panel led by 
Robert "Ernie" Boszhard presented a view of indigenous 
Driftless Area life through the Museum's own lithic tool 
collection. Dr. Nancy Von Meyer spoke on GIS resources 
available for our area. Luke Sprague gave a primer on 
how to conduct oral history interviews.

We thank all who participated as a speaker or 
viewer. Videos will be made available on the Museum's 
YouTube channel and website on May 15.

Frozen Mine Wows Visitors
On February 19th, a sunny winter day, the Museum 
hosted a Frozen Mine Experience to celebrate 
the unique natural ice stalagmites that form 
in the Bevans Mine in the Museum Backyard. 
Visitors enjoyed an underground tour exploring 
the natural ice formations and dozens of pretty ice 
lanterns. After learning about the differences and 
similarities between caves and mines, and seeing 
underground microclimates at work, visitors enjoyed 
marshmallow roasting and snow cone munching 
around a warm campfire in the Museum backyard.

Some ice formations have grown to be 5 ft. tall.

The seven Winter Lyceum presentations were recorded and will be made 
available on YouTube and the Museum website. The Museum YouTube 
channel now includes a 73-video library for your enjoyment. 
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History Spotlight

Harriette Burris balanced a successful career 
in mining with strong leaderships positions 
in Platteville, and played a big part in 

the formation of the Platteville Mining Museum, 
which would grow into The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums. She was born 
on October 19, 1924, 
in Decorah, Iowa, the 
daughter of Robert 
and Florence Alleman. 
Robert was himself an 
engineer, who graduated 
from the Platteville 
Mining School in 1923. 
Harriette followed in 
her father’s footsteps 
and attended the school, 
in 1944 becoming 
the third woman to 
graduate from the 
Wisconsin Institute of 
Technology, later known 
as the UW-Platteville. 
She then supplemented 
her three-year degree by 
attending UW-Madison, 
becoming the second 
woman to graduate 
there with a bachelor 
of science degree in 
mining engineering, 
almost 20 years after 
Emily Hahn had 
become the first. 

She married James 
M. Burris, a fellow 
Platteville student, 
in 1945. Harriette 

was then hired by the United States Geological 
Survey, doing field work to document the geology 
of the zinc-lead district. Later on, she was hired 
by American Zinc, Lead and Smelting Company in 
Shullsburg, and worked there until her retirement 
in 1968 as likely the only woman working as a 
mining engineer in Wisconsin at that time. 

Harriette was then heavily involved in the 
development of the 
Platteville Mining 
Museum. She served 
as chair of the 
Museum Board in 
the early 1970s and 
stepped down in 1975 
to become the first 
Museum Director. 
She took the role 
as a temporary 
position, serving for 
most of 1975 while 
recruiting a permanent 
director. This critical 
period saw the final 
preparations for 
the opening of the 
Bevans Mine to the 
public, which was a 
massive and complex 
undertaking for the 
Museum and the 
City. She continued 
supporting the 
Museum as a staff 
member helping 
with grant work. She 
passed away in 1992, 
leaving an enduring 
legacy of ingenuity, 
inquiry, enterprise, 
and development that 

lives on in Platteville.

Harriette Burris: Miner, 
First Museum Director

March was Women's History Month. The following brief bios of the first two women to graduate with degrees in 
mining engineering from the University of Wisconsin-Madison were so popular on the Museum's Facebook page 
that we decided to share with our newsletter audience. Follow us on Facebook to enjoy similar content daily.

Harriette Burris served as Museum Board president, then the first director.
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Emily Hahn was the first woman to receive a 
degree in mining engineering at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. She was born in 1905 

in Saint Louis, Missouri. Nicknamed "Mickey," she 
developed a love of reading and writing that took her 
to the University of Wisconsin. While she originally 
enrolled in a general arts program, she changed her 
major to mining engineering in order to take a course 
in chemistry that was only offered to engineering 
students. The mining engineering program had never 
had a female student and faculty discouraged her from 
pursuing science, which only hardened her resolve. In 
the spring of 1926, she became one of the first women to 
receive a bachelor of science degree in engineering from 
the UW-Madison and was the first woman awarded 
a degree in mining engineering. She worked in oil 
prospecting for a few years before enrolling in Columbia 
University in New York for a graduate degree in geology.

Her knack for words led her brother to submit some 
of the letters she wrote him to The New Yorker, which 
started a lifelong partnership between Emily and 
the publication. She wrote almost 200 articles for the 
publication. Additionally, she wrote 50 books, mainly 
detailing her adventures. 

She joined the Red Cross and traveled to the Belgian 
Congo in 1930, writing about her experiences trekking 
across central Africa. She then moved to Shanghai in 
China, living in the Red-light district and supporting 

herself by writing. She would bring her pet monkey to 
parties. She was almost killed in a Japanese bombing 
raid in 1940, and spent some time as a Japanese prisoner. 
After being released, she married a British officer she 
had met in China and moved to Britain, though she 
soon moved back to New York. She wrote an 
autobiography, "No Hurry to Get Home," which 
remains an excellent read. Hahn has been called one of 
America's "forgotten literary treasures." She died in 
1997, leaving behind an inspiring legacy of writings.

"Mickey" Hahn with Mr. Mills, her pet gibbon purchased in Shanghai.

stone tools both chronologically and typologically. 
Most of  these were collected by Rollo Jamison, who 
deeply appreciated their historical significance but 
actually underestimated their age. He imagined they 
were 5,600 years old, but they actually span 13,000 
years of  human history. 

The exhibit is developed in three cases that relate 
the development of  natural resources to a way of  
life in the Driftless Area, one focusing on rock and 
mineral (lithic) resources, one focusing on plant and 
animal (floral and faunal) resources, and the third on 
important processing techniques that transformed 
crude raw materials into sophisticated tools for life. 
The displays tell a story of  time and place, and how 
the cycles of  each year informed different activities 
of  survival and culture-building, based on Native 

American knowledge of  the Driftless Area and the 
invention of  new technologies using its rock, plant, 
and animal resources. 

The Museum campus strives to serve as a place 
of  lifelong learning in the City of  Platteville. 
Consistent with the City of  Platteville’s commitment 
to inclusivity, equity and diversity, and thanks to 
grant support from Wisconsin Humanities, “13,000 
Years of  Driftless Ingenuity” recognizes the historical 
and contemporary importance of  Native American 
tribes within the Upper Mississippi Valley mining 
district and the greater Driftless Area on both sides 
of  the Mississippi River. We hope you will come check 
out this and other new exhibits across the Museum 
campus that bring a fresh identification and analysis 
of  the Museum’s heritage collections. Make your 
reservations at www.mining.jamison.museum or call 
(608) 348-3301.

Exhibit Continued from page 1

Emily Hahn:  Miner, Author
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The crew of Preserve LLC performed two site 
visits in April, including a detailed inspection 
and evaluation of the nooks and crannies of 

each building across the three-acre museum campus. 
As part of a 2022 CIP project, they are designing a 
long-term preservation and facilities maintenance 
plan that will ensure these landmarks buildings, 
listed on the National and Wisconsin Registers of 
Historic Places in 2021, can continue to inspire and 
inform the next generation of thinkers and doers. 

The Preserve team was complimented by Eileen 
McEnroe Hankes, PE, of McEnroe Consulting 
Engineers (a licensed structural engineer) and 
Mark Mussbaum, PE, of Architectural Consulting 
Engineers (a licensed mechanical engineer), who 
evaluated mechanical (HVAC), electrical, and 
plumbing needs. Both Eileen and Mark work 
exclusively on historical buildings and well 
understand the challenges and opportunities these 
properties present.  

Project goals include delineating the Museum's 
preservation needs and charting a course of 
action, providing a framework for execution 
of established goals, validating the role of and 

importance of preservation and making it an 
equal partner to other future Museum initiatives, 
identifying key historical events and people related 
to the property, identifying character-defining 
architectural features, providing an analysis of 
existing conditions with associated costs, providing 
a long-term maintenance plan, and following the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for assessment, 
documentation, and treatment of historic structures 
to ensure future opportunities to utilize both 
Federal and State historic tax credits are not 
jeopardized in proposed comprehensive planning.

In April the team examined architectural  
drawings and archival documents going back to 
Platteville's founding to document the physical 
history of the 1845 Bevans Mine, 1863 Rock School, 
1905 Hanmer Robbins School, 1976 Depot and 
Hoist House, accounting for the many changes, 
renovations, and upgrades that the buildings have 
experienced over their long histories. 

The team is developing a long-term plan that 
identifies needed upgrades, strategies for continued 
maintenance and upkeep, and solutions for 
existing problems. This process places a special 
emphasis on preserving the historical integrity and 
character of the site. This evaluation completes 
one of the Museum's strategic goals, and represents 
a commitment to maintaining the vitality and 
integrity of the Museum campus and its historic 
buildings for the next century. 

Buildings and Grounds
Preservation and Facilities 
Maintenance Plan Advances

The plan includes evaluation of all existing conditions of exteriors and interiors.

Samples of historic mortars will be analyzed to inform preservation work.
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collections storage rooms, and finished assigning 
and securing labels to all collection’s storage 
shelving units, cabinets, and drawers. With those 
tasks completed, the team has accelerated the 
registration of  artifacts in the PastPerfect catalog. 
They have added 4,765 digital catalog entries to 
date under the current grant (since October 2020) 
— which brings us to 9,691 items cataloged since 
the start of  the project in April 2016. 

In February, Rachel engaged Elizabeth, a 
returning Museum tour guide with excellent sewing 

skills, to begin sewing labels with accession numbers 
into unnumbered textiles — approximately 100 to 
date. The team has already begun photographing 
and cataloging the textile collection.

The remaining bound books have been organized 
and the box labels applied. Cataloging for bound 
books continues. Currently, 26 boxes have been 
cataloged with approximately 20 boxes remaining. 
The team also made quick work of  a collection of  
368 glass plate negatives. The images range from 
livestock to mining.

With so much invested in making the collection 
accessible, we hope this program can continue.

Collections Continued from Page 1

Elizabeth Pronschinske has sewn 100+ labels into textile artifacts.

Museum Team of Students 
Wins Trane Energy Blitz!
On March 9, as part of a Trane Technologies-funded 
“Carbon Reduction Energy Blitz” competition of 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville engineering 
students, the Museum consulting team won the first-
place award of $3K in tuition gifts for their suggestions 
to improve energy efficiency at the Museum’s 1905 
Hanmer Robbins building. Faculty advisor Dr. 
Thomas Zolper has also been invited to consult on the 
Preservation and Facilities Maintenance Plan, so valid 
suggestions have a chance to be implemented.

The Trane Carbon Blitz is a partnership between 
Trane Technologies and the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville. The friendly competition brings local 
businesses together with students, faculty, alumni, 
and industry professionals with the goal of advancing 
sustainable practices in the Platteville community. The UW team inspected HVAC systems and suggested major improvements.

368 glass plate negatives have been cataloged by Heidi Dyas-McBeth.
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Our Leadership
City of  Platteville Museum Board
Brad Brogley
Deb Jenny, Friends Board Rep.
Garrett Jones, Secretary
Eileen Nickels, President
Deb Rice
Mark Stead
Bill Van Deest

Friends of  the Mining &  
Rollo Jamison Museums Board
Deb Jenny, President
Hap Daus, Vice President
Duane DeYoung, Treasurer
Dee Woolf, Secretary
Steve Bussan
Mark Haas
Eileen Nickels
Matthew Zielinski

Museum Staff 
Erik Flesch, Museum Director 
Angie Wright, 

Museum Specialist - Communications 
Marie Whisenant, 

Museum Specialist - Education 
Rachel Vang, 

Museum Specialist - Collections Management 
Sherri Hall, Collections Assistant 
Jean Verger, Communications Assistant 
Corey Jenny, Museum Facilities Technician

Support Your Museum
Donating Your Tax Refund 
Is Money Well Spent

The average refund for 2022 is $3,226, 
according to the IRS, which is up 11.5% 
from last year. The question is: What to 

do with all that money? Before splurging on 
something you could probably do without, consider 
this: Your refund could do the world some good. 
One approach is to divide your tax refund into 
thirds: spend some, save some, and give some. That 
way, everybody wins.

The Friends of  the Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums are a qualified charitable 501(c)(3) 
organization, and contributions are tax deductible 
to the limits of  the law.

Join Our Volunteer Team

Volunteers are a crucial part of  the Museum 
team and enable the Museum to implement 
initiatives that wouldn't otherwise be 

possible. One of  our ongoing projects is digitally 
cataloging the heritage collections. With tens of  
thousands of  items to catalog, volunteers make up 
a critical complement to our grant-funded team. 
Volunteer Julie Hamilton joined our collections 
team this January and Heidi Dyas-McBeth has been 
volunteering for nearly two years. Just a few hours 
per week makes a big difference! 

In fact, volunteers help the Museums in all we 
do. There are many different opportunities to get 
involved, including: Museum Store Clerk, Events & 
Programs Assistant, Office Assistant, Buildings & 
Grounds Assistant, Collections Care Assistant, Tour 
Guide, Garden Green Team, and more.

Interested? Express your interest online at  
www.mining.jamison.museum/volunteer or give Erik 
a call at (608) 348-3301. Thank you!Volunteer Julie Hamilton does a great job assisting the collections team.

Dee Woolf, Deb Rice, and Matt Zielinski helped work the pasty sale.
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Name(s) for Acknowledgment:  ____________________________________________________

Address:   ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP:_________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________   Email: ________________________________________

Gift Information o Anonymous, please.  o I am interested to discuss a bequest.

o I/We enclose a $______________ gift of  general support to be used where needed most.

o I/We enclose a restricted gift of  $______________ for the following Wish List Item:

________________________________________________________________________

o I/We Wish to be Sustainers and to a Make a Recurring Gift of  $ ________________

Account Type:     Frequency:  o Monthly (~15th of  month) 

o Checking   o Savings              o Quarterly   o Annually 

Bank Name __________________________________________

Account # ___________________________ Routing # __________________________

Signature:  ______________________________________________________________________

Charge the One-Time Donation to: o MasterCard   o Visa   o AmEx   o Discover 

Card #: ________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________  CSC #: __________

Signature:  _______________________________________________________________________

Please consider making a 
donation to support our operations 
and programming.    

• The Friends are a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, EIN 39-1363989.

• Gifts are tax deductible to the 
limits of  the law. 

• You can give conveniently online:  
www.mining.jamison.museum/donate

• Please consider the Museums in 
your estate plans.

Please return form and make 
checks payable to: 

The Friends of  the Mining 
& Rollo Jamison Museums

P.O. Box 780
Platteville, WI 53818

Contact Erik Flesch at (608) 348-
3301 or museumdirector@platteville.
org with questions.  

Behind the Scenes



Letter From the Museum Director

As hard as it is to believe 
that 2022 is more than 
one-third behind us, 

I am proud to reflect on all 
that the Museum has already 
accomplished. This is thanks to 
a great team of  dedicated staff  
members and board members 

who go above and beyond to ensure that the Museum 
experience is fun, professional, and as accessible as 
possible for lifelong learning in every season of  the year. 
With May 1 right around the corner, we are all excited 
for the opening of  the daily tour season — which is 
a chance for all to visit and see what is new on the 
beautiful Museum campus!

The cornerstone of  new content this year is 
"13,000 Years of  Driftless Ingenuity," which celebrates 
efficacious life on the land in this nook of  the Driftless 
Area over a long time line. Rollo Jamison knew his 
indigenous tool collection was important, and indeed the 
deep-time stories that it brings to life are fascinating.

Have you heard the expression that the way to 
the heart is through the stomach? Well, based on the  
feedback we have received for the inaugural Cornish 
Pasty Fundraiser, I can say it might be true. So many 

have complimented the delicious pasties prepared by the 
Walker House in Mineral Point to benefit the Friends 
of  The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums — and are 
excited to order again next year. Folks even enjoyed 
learning about St. Piran's Day on the March 5th pasty 
distribution day, celebrating the role of  immigrants from 
Cornwall in southwestern Wisconsin's mining heritage 
and the birth of  The Badger State.

We continue to try new methods of  content delivery 
while preserving the Museum traditions that our 
community knows and loves. The seven-week Winter 
Lyceum is an example of  how modifying the format 
from in-person to Zoom online actually made it possible 
for many more (three times) participants to enjoy two 
years in a row now. However, three events that will be 
very much in person again this year are Make Music 
Platteville on June 21, Heritage Day on July 4th, and 
Mine Day on August 20. We consciously strive to make 
these events as familiar as they are fresh and joyful.

Become a member today, or renew your gift if  you 
haven't already, and your admission all season is free! We 
look forward to seeing you at the Museum!

Warm regards,

  Erik Flesch, Museum Director
  (608) 348-3301

This sustaining gift 
will be ongoing until I 
contact the museum to 
change it or cancel.
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Get ready to visit the 
beautiful three-acre 
Museum campus all 

season long May 1 through 
October 31. 

Become a member or renew 
your annual gift if  you haven't 
already and receive free 
admission for a year plus 10% 
off  Museum Store purchases, 
and more!

Inspiring The Next Generation 
of Thinkers and Doers

Contact Us!
The Mining &  
Rollo Jamison Museums 
405 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 780 
Platteville, WI 53818

(608) 348-3301

museums@platteville.orgwww.mining.jamison.museum

Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums

405 East Main St./P.O. Box 780

Platteville, WI  53818-0780
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