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Site & Facility Plan Outlines
A Solid Future Rooted in
Our Past and Our Potential

T

he Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums are proud
to present the Site & Facility Comprehensive Plan
— the culmination of three years of detailed
research and a year-long collaboration with The Kubala
Washatko Architects (TKWA), museum staff, Platteville
Museum Board and the Friends of The Mining &
Rollo Jamison Museums board. The plan represents
a roadmap for future museum development that will
ensure the museum campus can continue to serve and
inspire generations to come. A rough cost estimate to
implement the plan is $3 million, which includes making
large swaths of the Hanmer Robbins building and Rock
School accessible to the public; upgrading mechanical,
electrical and plumbing systems for the Hanmer

The Winter Lyceum begins Feb. 24. $4 each, or $20 for all seven lectures.
Make your reservations online at www.mining.jamison.museum.

Robbins building; converting exterior spaces to be more
useful, educational and program-friendly; and adding
safe and welcoming off-street parking.
Literally a year after Museum Director Erik
See "Plan" on page 15

Trifecta of Anniversaries

County CDBG Grant Funds
Celebrates Each Facet of
$330K New Roof for
Museums' Unique Identity
Historic Hanmer Robbins
hroughout 2021 we have been pleased to

W

e are pleased to announce that in
February the Grant County Board of
Supervisors awarded the museum
just over $330,000 from the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) CLOSE
Public Facilities funds secured by Grant County
to replace the failing roof on the 1905 Hanmer
Robbins Building. The current roof was installed
in the 1950s.
Midwest Roofing and Construction of
Dodgeville was selected to replace the roof after
being one of two companies to submit a bid
in a public Request for Proposal process. The
award was based upon a point process including
experience, familiarity with the community's
needs, responsiveness to project specifications,
See "Roof Replacement' on page 3

T

celebrate a year of museum milestones honoring
Wisconsin know-how and can-do spirit: 2021
marks the 50th anniversary of the completion of the
Mining Museum (1971), the 45th of the opening of the
Bevans Lead Mine (1976), and the 40th of the opening
of the Rollo Jamison Museum in Platteville (1981).
The Museums remain Platteville’s leading tourist
attraction and the largest in the area interpreting the
region’s mining history. We have welcomed hundreds
of thousands of visitors, a third of them schoolchildren,
to discover the natural history, science, industry, and
cultural heritage of our unique mineral region since the
museum was founded in 1965.
The Platteville Common Council created the
Museum Department to collect, preserve, and interpret
artifacts and documents relating to the history of
See "Anniversaries" on page 15
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Mark Your Calendars
Friends of the Museums
Annual Program, Meeting

T

his year the Friends of the Museums welcome
Ben Strand at 4 p.m. Nov. 13 to speak on
his new book, "A Black Hawk War Guide:
Landmarks, Battlefields, Museums and Firsthand
Accounts." Heavy hors d'oeuvres, time to mingle,
and the Annual Meeting reviewing the year’s
accomplishments at Museums will follow Strand's talk.
The Annual Meeting and Program is offered as
a free benefit for 2021 members of the Friends of
the Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums and donors
over $35. The event serves as a museum fundraiser
encouraging visitors to join, renew, or make their
annual gift, as well as to thank volunteers, donors, and
board members.
Please register in advance at www.mining.jamison.
museum or by phone at (608) 348-3301. Not a current
member or donor? Gifts may be made by mail, online
at www.mining.jamison.museum/donate, or in person
at the museum. Not sure if you are current? Contact
Erik Flesch, Museum Director.

D

elight in the holiday spirit with
horse-drawn carriage rides through
downtown Platteville! Enjoy the
scenery and holiday lights around town
while learning about local history and key
architectural landmarks with the sights and
sounds of a beautiful team of draft horses.
Shop for gifts in the Museum Store before or
after your ride.
What: Holiday Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides
When: Friday, December 3, 10, and 17, 4-8:30 p.m.
Where: Rides begin and end at The Mining &
Rollo Jamison Museums, and travel up and
down Main Street
Price: $120 per Carriage (Up to 10 People per
Carriage). Early Bird special rate of $100 for first
two tours. Registration Required. Children 12
and under must be accompanied by an adult.
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Architecture

Roof Replacement

continued from page 1

Rock School,
Robbins School
Listed on
Historic Register
On May 14, the State Historic
Preservation Review Board
unanimously voted to list our
museum campus on the Wisconsin
and National Registers of Historic
Places, with two contributing
structures. The Rock School,

Walk Down Main
Honors Henry
Kleinhammer,
Architect of
Hanmer Robbins
On May 4, during Historic
Preservation Month, dozens
of online participants joined
Platteville Main Street and The
Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums
for the Walk Down Main. The
topic this year was architect
Henry Kleinhammer, designer

constructed between 1858 and
1863, is the oldest extant public
school in Platteville. Hanmer
Robbins School was constructed
in 1905 as the city's first purposebuilt high school. Both retain a
high level of exterior integrity
and convey their significance as
the earliest and best-preserved
public schools in Platteville. They
were deemed eligible for National
Register listing under Criterion A,
"associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history."
of the Museums' brick Hanmer
Robbins School and many other
local landmark structures.
Historian James Hibbard
delivered a fascinating talk via
Zoom from the Museums' East
Display Gallery. Following the talk,
a self-guided walking tour included
14 featured buildings, and an
optional three-course progressive
meal with drinks at Badger Bar,
dinner at Steve's Pizza Palace, Inc.,
and dessert at 3 Marías Ice Cream.
The Museums were delighted
to partner with Platteville Main
Street to draw special attention
to this pioneering Platteville
architect.

cost effectiveness, and budget.
Subcontractors for Midwest
Roofing will include Advanced
Health and Safety, All Star Power
Wash, BP Masonry and Tile,
Carey's Seamless Gutters and
Overhead Doors, and Delta 3
Engineering.
The design specifications
approved through the State
Historic Preservation Office
ensure the new roof will reflect
the historic character of the
building.
The contractors visited the site
on August 11 and construction on
the new roof has begun. Shingle
replacement is slated to be
completed by the end of October.

Mine Surveys for
Radioactivity and
Fluorescence
A National Guard survey in March
using a high-tech Geiger counter did
not detect any mine radioactivity.
In September, prospecting with
UV light by Dr. Jim Hamilton did
reveal the presence of fluorescing
minerals like aragonite in the
mine walls. This opens the door
to exciting possibilities in future
programming.
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Collections Initiatives
IMLS Inspire! Grant for
Small Museums

B

eginning September 2020, museum staff kicked
off an exciting two-year collections stewardship
and accessiblity grant project funded by a
$48,255 Inspire! Grant for Small Museums offered by
the federal Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS). The grant award enabled the museum to
conduct a nation-wide search for a collections care
team of two funded at 13 hours per week until August
31, 2022. It also funded the purchase of some supplies
needed to get this phase of the project started. Given
that the museum collection consists of well over 35,000
artifacts stored in a variety of moisture and temperature
conditions in six structures above ground and below and
outside under the sky, this project is no small task —
and has generated a range of complimentary initiatives.
The two-year project has been expertly run by
a team consisting of Museum Specialist-Collections
Management Rachel Vang and Collections Management

Rachel Vang relocated to Platteville in September 2020 to lead the
collections management team for the two-year Inspire! grant period.

Intern Sherri Hall. Their energy and adherence to the
highest professional standards have driven the project
forward with results that are immediately visible on
a behind-the-scenes-tour of the museum's collections
storage spaces. (Contact Museum Director Erik Flesch
to schedule your own private behind-the-scenes tour.)
see "Collections Stewardship" page 6

Collections Assessment
for Preservation Grant

A $7,400 FAIC grant award enabled us to conduct
a 2020-2021 study of our collections, buildings, and
building systems, as well as policies and procedures
relating to collections care with the aim of preserving
our heritage for generations to come. The final
reports of the assessors, Mazomanie architect Charles
Quagliana and former Henry Ford curator Clara
Deck, are informing current and future initiatives.

Wisconsin Humanities
Major Grant
A $9,976 Wisconsin Humanities grant has enabled us
to drill into our 1,100 Native American lithic (stone)
tools collection with support from area archeologists.
The results will inform new exhibits and programs
interpreting the peopling of the mining region since the
end of the last Ice Age.
see "Lithic Tools" page 8
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Developing the Archive at The M&RJ Museums
To provide more appropriate temperature and humidity conditions for the most fragile artifacts in the collections,
staff have continued systematically rehousing documents, textiles, and recordings over the last year from the Hanmer
Robbins building to the top floor of the Rock School building. The museum has effectively created an archive.
Archival science is intimately related to museums, but is distinctive with exciting opportunities for the future.

Map Flattening Complete
The collections management team in September
accomplished a major goal to humidify and safely
flatten the museum's extensive collection of rolled
maps, engineering drawings, blueprints, and
other paper documents. To accomplish this, the
collections team refined and scaled up a process of

Archive Student Internship
This spring, Public History Intern and UWPlatteville student Ryann Klein worked with our
collections team to steward the museum's framed
art and document collection with museum staff,
her history professor, and Univeristy Archivist
James Hibbard as her advisors. These artifacts

Public Science Intern Giovanni Bisi worked
with Museum Director Erik Flesch this year on
Green Room rock and mineral organization.

humidification to provide greater data and increase
efficiency. Ultimately, five hydration chambers were
used to flatten a total of 461 maps and drawings in
just eight months.
Humidification chambers were fashioned from
new 32-gallon garbage bins with smaller perforated
containers placed inside on risers to hold the paper
artifacts above a pool of distilled water. Weather
stripping was added to the lids of each chamber to
prevent humidity from escaping. Digital monitors
in the chambers record the rise and fall of humidity
levels and temperature. To mitigate potential
damage from any dripping condensation, the maps
were draped with a layer of Gore-Tex material. The
paper artifacts required several hours within the
humidification chamber, after which the collections
team would carefully roll them out between sheets of
blotting paper and weigh them down to allow them to
flatten over a week.
Now that these documents have been flattened,
they will be carefully cataloged and stored in an
archivally safe manner.
were systematically rehoused and assessed for
damage. The matting and framing materials were
examined and removed if they were determined to
be nonarchival. Then, depending on the results of
the assessment, the artifact was either stored in
proper containers or returned to the frame. Lastly,
the empty frames or artifacts were hung on a new
pegboard wall to maximize storage space.

In preparation for renovation, the Sigma Pi and
Sigma Tau Gamma fraternities helped tackle
the Rock School clean-out Initiative this spring.

Friends director Mark Haas organized Fastenal
employees to help provide racking and volunteers
for the Cora Street Industrial Tool Storage initiative.
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Collections Corner
Robbins Clock
Bob Bennett, former zinc miner
and longtime Platteville School
District elementary school
principal, donated a 1905-era
wall clock dating to his tenure at
Hanmer Robbins School.

German Mortar
This WWI Minenwerfer mortar
was relocated to the museum last
summer. Gifts from the Phi Sigma
fraternity and American Legion
will fund welding, sandblasting,
and repainting later this winter.

XRF Analysis
Dr. Jim Hamilton provided an
XRF analysis at his University
of Wisconsin-Platteville lab
of two museum artifacts to
determine their composition and
solve a mystery related to each.

Beaver Effigy
The XRF confirmed the beaver is
lead, not silver, verifying its Upper
Mississippi Valley provenance,
likely from the time of 19thcentury trade between miners and
Mesquaki or Ho-Chunk.

39 lb.-Meteorite?
XRF analysis showed a donated
"rock" contains 70% iron, 20%
carbon, 5% silicon, 2% aluminum,
1% zinc, and 1% trace elements.
With no nickel, a meteoric origin is
less likely than an industrial one.
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Collections
Stewardship

continued from page 4

Their work on the project represents
the latest phase of a major multiyear project supported by multiple
grants and teams to ensure longterm preservation of the artifacts
in the heritage collection and to
improve access to the collections for
staff, scholars, and the public alike.
Tasks under this grant include
completing the first inventory since
approximately 1981 and building a
digital catalog that will some day
be available online. Some 1,988
digital catalog records have been
created since October. But before
the catalog can be completed,
swaths of the collecton have to
be reorganized and in many cases
rehoused to different storage rooms
or different buildings, cleaned
and placed into special storage
containters when needed — all
with an aim to organize and to
store the items in accordance with
their materiality for their long-term
safety and preservation. Like things
are being stored near one another,
with similar categories placed in the
same storage room in order to make
it possible to create wayfinding
diagrams indicating the locations
and contents of each and every
storage fixture in each storage room
of each building across the threeacre museum campus.
This is an exciting process that
is enabling staff to gain intellectual
control of the depth and breadth of
the museum's world-class collection.
The process is informing a variety
of related initiatives in conservation
and interpretation that will inspire
visitors for generations to come.

Railroad Switch
Stand Installed
The railroad at the Museums is
more functional than ever thanks
to its new switch stand.
The switch stand originally
belonged to the Galena and
Southern Wisconsin Railroad
Company, which operated a line
between Galena and Platteville
beginning in 1874. In 1880 they
were bought out by the Chicago
and North Western Railway,
which expanded the line to
Montfort and Fennimore. The

track was abandoned in 1980. The
switch stand was donated with a
commemorative plaque by the late
Vern Wilkinson.
Volunteer Martin Jacobson
(below) worked with Museum
Facilities Tech Corey Jenny (right)
to devise a mechanism for the
switch that would be functional
for our track. They constructed a
foundation and had the artifact
beautifully refinished by J&S
Mobile Blasting with paint from
Sherwin-Williams. The switch
stand enables the track to be
switched between the figure-eight
for public train rides and the spur

line to the train shop, where it is
parked at night.

Relighting of the
1968 Empire
Mine Model

Thanks to the efforts of volunteer
Martin Jacobson (left) in June, the
lights of the Empire Mine models
are illuminated for the first time in
decades! The models were made by
John R. Rickard in 1968.
In June, Museum Director Erik
Flesch was honored to be visited
by Susan Stroud (pictured below),
the first curator of the Platteville
Mining Museum, in her first
visit since 1969. Susan started as
curator in March 1968. She worked
to prepare the museum, collecting
artifacts and building exhibits,
many of which were destroyed
by a fire on June 4, 1969, just
days before the intended grand
opening. The Mining Museum
was renovated and ultimately
celebrated its grand opening in
1971, 50 years ago this year.
The Empire Mine model
procured by Susan is still on
permanent exhibit, making it
probably the oldest continually
displayed exhibit at the museum.
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New Exhibits

Rollo Jamison's
Life & Spirit of
Pioneering

I

n celebrating the 40th
anniversary of the 1981
opening of Rollo Jamison's
museum in Platteville, museum
staff prepared a variety of
new exhibits, new posters, and
upgrades to existing exhibits
that reinterpreted Rollo's life and
accomplishments.
The core of the Hanmer
Robbins exhibition floor where
the majority of Rollo's collection
is on display was redesigned to
focus attention on Rollo's adages
that "There is Nothing New Under
the Sun," and "Our grandparents

On July 4th Heritage Day, Rollo Jamison friend
and attorney Ivars Kalnins read the dedication
from the 1981 opening of Jamison's museum.
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don't get credit for the work they
done." To celebrate this reverence
for the inventivenenss that came
before us, museum staff engaged
artist Mary Bergs to create an
assemblage art installation using
dozens of wrenches paired with
Rollo's words and signature.
A series of new posters
explores Rollo's personal
timeline and key concepts
from the perspective of four
virtues of the pioneering spirit:
ingenuity, inquiry, enterprise,
and development. Others
explore Rollo's commitment to
community, and his fascination
with deep history as evidenced
from his archeology collection —
beginning with Native American
lithic tools. A new natural history
cabinet of curiosity features
a mastadon femur. There is a
journalism tools-of-the-trade
exhibit, a barbed wire exhibit,
a Spring Valley Tavern and
distillation exhibit, and dozens of
new standalone images to enhance
existing exhibits. A Grant County
light rail map complements Rollo's
own "Why this Museum is Closed"
and new interpretation on how
Rollo's museum came to be in
Platteville. Rollo's place in history
as an early oral historian is also
commemorated.

Lithic Tools
continued from page 4
Driftless Pathways, an
archeological consulting group
consisting of Danielle Benden and
Robert "Ernie" Bozhardt, trained
the museum’s collections staff
in the basics of identifying lithic
tools based on diagnostic features,
as well as materials the tools were
manufactured from. Combined,
these features help illuminate
a narrative of Native peoples
strategically living and utilizing
resources in the Driftless Region.
The archeologists also provided
training on creating custom mounts
using a variety of archival materials,
and our collections team quickly
mastered these techniques and
concisely organized the collection by
type and temporo-cultural periods.
Flaked tools such as projectile
points, knives, scrapers, and bifaces
have been mounted in Velora foam
and placed in trays. Custom mounts
for the larger ground stone such as
axes, mauls, hammerstones, mauls,
and celts were created by carving
a space for each specific tool into a
four-inch plank of Ethafoam and
lining each cavity with Tyvek. Each
artifact has also been labeled with
an object identification number,
photographed, and cataloged in the
PastPerfect database along with key
details regarding the artifact type,
temporo-cultural period, material,
and other pertinent information.
In addition to the improved
storage and organization of the
collection, the completed catalog
records will allow museum staff to
more efficiently and accurately plan
exhibits that interpret the ingenuity
of Native peoples in the Driftless
Region through the tools they made
and used from 13,000 years ago
until historic times. The first will be
a poster re-interpreting the collage
created by Rollo Jamison in 1905.

What were the hand tools of the early 19th-century Wisconisin lead miner? A series of watercolors of the life of lead miners in England's North Pennines
owned by the Science Museum Library in London inspired a new centerpiece in the East Display Gallery constructed by volunteer Martin Jacobson.

A Tale of Three
Minerals Unifies
Mining Exhibits

A

ccording to Vern Newman,
Platteville Museum Board
chair from its 1965 founding
through the early 1970s, "Most of
the credit for the Mining Museum
has to go to Harris Palmer, associate
professor of geology at Wisconsin
State University-Platteville. He
designed and promoted it." One of
the most compelling exhibits Palmer
designed was a history of the mining
district from the perspective of three
minerals: Galena is the story the preCivil War lead rush. Smithsonite, a
zinc carbonate mineral, became the
center of the post-Civil War zinc
rush. Sphalerite, a zinc sulphide,
required the formation of a Mining
Trade School, a Badger Stock
Exchange, and significant mineral
processing and transportation
infrastructure to enable the zinc

booms of the 20th century. As
part of an upgrade of the mining
exhibition to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the grand opening
of the Mining Museum and the 45th
anniversary of the opening of the
Bevans Mine to the public, museum
staff developed a variety of exciting
new exhibits in the East Display
Gallery with this history in mind.
A centerpiece of the gallery is
a wooden wheelbarrow made by
volunteer Martin Jacobson with
a charred wood and linseed oil
finish inspired by research on 19thcentury models used in British and
Mississippi Valley lead mines. Two
extremely long, beautiful glass and
quarter-sawn oak exhibit cases
from the Mining School that had
been stored for decades upstairs
in the Rock School Green Room
were relocated to the East Display
Gallery with the assistance of eight
fraternity brother volunteers and a
custom carrying sling. These lovely
historic cabinets now hold a display
of museum-quality minerals never

before displayed in public; an exhibit
on explosives featuring artifacts
from the Laflin & Rand Gunpowder
Mill that operated in Platteville from
1848 to 1900, as well as artifacts
from 20th-century zinc-mining
operations; and a new museum
organizational history exhibit
highlighting artifacts celebrating
the rediscovery and opening of the
Bevans Mine and the early Mining
Museum and a digital slide show of
a 50-year adventure.

A new mineral specimen exhibit and hands-on
fossil exhibit were developed in consultation with
the WI Geological and Natural History Survey.
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Buildings & Grounds
Rock School
Waterproofing
Complete

T

his year we completed
a multi-part project to
waterproof the 1863 Rock
School building with an aim
to correct a basement flooding
problem that was impacting
artifacts and threatening the
overall health of the building.
Since completion, the basement
has been dry as a bone.
Late last fall, the metal
roof was pressure washed in
preparation for recoating;
weather postponed that until
spring 2021. Once the roof was
renewed with its gleaming silver
coating, brown half-round gutters
and downspouts were installed
to match the historic trim.
Next, Larry Droessler & Sons

Building Restoration completed
tuckpointing of the foundationlevel stone masonry to replace
badly decomposed mortar.
Finally, this fall Toad'l Landscape
recontoured and seeded clay soil
around the base of the Rock
School building so water flows
away from the building.
Of the combined $21,568
project cost, 41% was covered
by City of Platteville Capital
Improvement Project (CIP)
costs, 35% was funded by
two separate grants from the
Platteville Community Fund,
and 23% was supported with
a gift from Clare Bank to the
Friends of the Museums.
This completes Phase 1 of
Rock School Revitalization
with an ultimate aim to expand
STEAM programming at
The Mining & Rollo Jamison
Museums. Phase 2 will focus on
the Rock School interior.

The Rock School roof and gutters were completed
this spring. Foundation tuckpointing was done by July.

Mine Projects
This spring, Eagle Scout Zade
Plumb demoed and helped to
rebuild the 1976 wood wall at the
bottom of the mine stairs. McNett
Electrical completed installation
of a separate circuit for two
waterproof emergency Exit signs.

Train Projects
AJ Goodney of Goodney's
Garage and Pink's Automotive
generously kept the train moving
— servicing the radiator, brakes,
and more, all gratis. Volunteer
Martin Jacobson attached a
brass boxing bell. All aboard!
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Events & Programs

Winter Lyceum
Online Success

Mine Ice 'Cobras'
TV Sensation

In February, a bountiful crop of
natural ice stalagmites in the Bevans
Mine attracted much attention
on social media. ABC 27 WKOW
weather anchor Blaise Keller
broadcasted an interview with the
Museum Director as a top story.

Spring & Fall
Community Day
This year we began a new tradition
of offering community free days
on the May 1 opening day and
October 31 closing day of our tour
season. Admission on these days
is free to Platteville residents with
proof of residence.

P'ville Throngs
To Make Music
A crowd gathered on the June
solstice to bang the gong for "This
Moment in Time." Later a large
audience enjoyed the Tri-State
High School Homeschool Chorus
conducted by Cyrena Sexton in the
museum back yard. The "'M' is for
Mining & Music" video we produced
has been viewed 4,400 times.

On July 4 we held an in-person Heritage Day, the 40th annual. During a temporary mask-free period
between phases of the pandemic, at least 426 visitors participated. Although attendance was down
40% since the last in-person Heritage Day in 2019, retail revenues for the day were equivalent.

An average of 131 participants
from several states and even Guam
joined this year's Winter Lyceum
online via Zoom. Seven fascinating
subjects ranged from a Japanese
WWII submarine to a Civil War
drum to Driftless Area archeology
to the Mars rover Perseverance to
local African American history. We
celebrated the 50th anniversary of
the Mining Museum grand opening
and the 45th anniversary of the
1976 opening of the Bevans Mine
with a panel discussion of eight
folks who helped open the mine.
Patrick Daniels honored the 40th
anniversary of the opening of the
Rollo Jamison Museum with a
special presentation.

Heritage Day

The event featured all the historic
demonstrations, friends, and
festivities we offer each year, plus:
a farm-to-school ice-cream-making
and dairy cow exhibition by the
UW-Platteville Sustainability team,
a large outdoor tent for the Wundo
Band, performances by the Morris
Oak Apple Dancers, and all-new
mining and Rollo Jamison exhibits.

(Left) Bill Van Deest, pictured, and John Urness operated the treadle jigsaw for spectators young and old as Wes Kopp did for 37 consecutive Heritage
Days before passing in 2020. (Center) Patrick Daniels demonstrated mechanical musical instruments. (Right) Peggy Burkhart and Mary Huck spun wool.
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Mine Day Returns, and So
Do the Tommyknockers!
On August 21, we welcomed some 150 visitors for a first
annual Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Math (STEAM) revival festival and commemorated the
Mining Museum grand opening exactly 50 years earlier.
All-day activities included a new Mini Mill Treasure
Table; blacksmithing demonstrations; lapidary arts
and crafts demonstrations; an earth science, gem, and
mineral exhibition; and live acoustic music by Corey
Jenny. Special events included a lead pour and casting,
a pneumatic drill demonstration, a carbide lamp and
rocketry demo, songs from the 1976 museum musical
“The Tommyknockers,” a Pick & Gad Raffle Drawing,
and a talk by Steve Bussan, author of “Mining in the
Driftless.” A volunteer thank-you picnic followed.

Composer Margot King shared the score and script of her 1976 musical
"The Tommyknockers" with the museum to celebrate this milestone
anniversary year. Nancy Fairchild adapted the hand-written score to
sheet music, and the Tri-State High School Homeschool Chorus led by
Cyrena Sexton debuted their arrangement at Mine Day.

City Manager Adam Ruechel (above with Museum Director Erik Flesch) and the City of Platteville this year embraced two classic museum icons as part of a
new marketing series. "Where is the Platteville pickaxe today?" highlights new developments. This fall, the City announced a logo design contest to re-introduce
Tommyknockers to Platteville, recalling the image displayed on the old Rock School. Artist Corey Jenny introduced his Tommyknocker for a new sucker-pull game.
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Education
School Field Trips Return
Whereas in 2020, all school field trips were canceled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 2021 saw a limited
return of school groups wearing masks this spring and
fall. Although the numbers have not yet returned to
pre-pandemic levels, we were delighted to have been
able to welcome children from Westview, Boscobel
Elementary, Neal Wilkins, Cuba City, Benton Middle
School, Platteville Elementary, and St. Mary's
Boscobel. Grant applications submitted this fall will
help us accomplish our strategic goal of welcoming
every 4th grader in Grant County in 2022. The
virtual school field trip and digital programs created
by museum staff last year also remain available for
classrooms at www.mining.jamison.museum.

Walking Tour Partnership

Museum staff this year launched a partnership
with the Platteville Community Arboretum to cocreate a walking tour that will debut in 2022. The
90-minute tour will begin and end at the museum
and will connect our region's mining and municipal
history with the Driftless Area landscape and natural
environment. The tour walks downhill past the
historic Platteville train depot and Enterprise Mine
Mill to the Rountree Branch Trail. Then the tour
follows the trail along the stream to the bridge across
from the Russell L. Davison Water Plant and returns
via the historic railroad grade.

Young Pioneers Camp
The four-day Young Pioneers Camp continues to
be the museum's flagship summer camp, offered
to children entering 2nd through 5th grades. This
year, participants explored the history and culture
of Native American and Lead Rush-era pioneering
peoples of southwestern Wisconsin by examining
tools, making crafts, playing games, tasting foods,
and cooking over a fire. Young Pioneers examine the
life of a miner by digging for lead, exploring a mine
by candlelight, and casting metal into useful objects.

Mini-Mill Treasure Table

Rock & Mineral ID Cards

Handmade Toy Craft Kits

Invented in time for Mine Day, the
Mini Mill Treasure Table invites
visitors to try their hand at cobbing,
winnowing, and washing ore. Two
kinds of Dig-It Kits are made inhouse and retail for $14.75.

Inspired by a card volunteer Martin
Jacobson collected 40 years ago,
our $12.99 Rocks & Minerals of the
Driftless Area features 12 specimens
from the Upper Mississippi Valley
where "The Badger State" was born.

Unveiled on July 4, we offer four
Handmade Toy Craft Kits at $5
each: Yarn Doll, Kaleidoscope,
Whirligig Spinners, and Painting.
The painting kit pairs with
Heritage Day wood cut-outs.
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Private Events
Loren Farrey Memorial
The museum was honored to have hosted the
celebration of life for mining historian and friend
Loren Farrey on August 14. Loren was a man of
many talents — an educator, mining historian,
author, genealogist, and storyteller. He passed away
in December of 2020. Friends and family visited the
Museums to share stories, to see his contributions
to The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, and to
celebrate Loren.
Loren's legacy will live on in more than one way
at the museum, continuing to educate generations
to come. We will continue to retail and to serve as
exclusive wholesaler of his book "A Tour Guide to
The Mines of Lafayette County, Wisconsin: A Driving
Tour of the Old Lead & Zinc Mining Sites in the
Benton, New Diggings, Leadmine, and Schullsburg
Area," the second edition of which was published in
2019. We also will continue to offer for all visitors both
in retail and on permanent exhibit the 2019 museumproduced documentary "1940's Lead-Zinc Mining in the
Upper Mississippi Valley District," which he narrates

together with mining engineers Rod Zuehlke and
Tom Golden. We will now also serve as steward to the
Farrey collection, a signifant collection contributed by
his family consisting of Loren's papers, photographs,
and mining-related ephemera, mining artifacts, and a
collection of mineral specimens collected by his uncle
Albert Driscoll in the 1950s.
We are grateful to the Farrey family for their
generosity to The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums.

National Guard Training
The National Guard 54th Civil Support Team
participated in a joint training with the Platteville
Fire Department on the museum campus in March.
The Museums are proud to be a part of these
important training opportunities that prepare our
community for emergency events.
The Platteville Police Department assisted
with the early stages of the training scenario by
being first responders to the incident and initial
involvement to set up the scenario script and
setting. The PD then requested assistance from
the FD who in turn “requested” the 54th CST.
The training took place at the Museums where a
scenario was set up in the underground Bevans
Mine and Hoist House above the mine shaft.
The training began at noon and finished up at
approximately 10:30 p.m.
This was an invaluable training for the FD
and enabled them to gain resources of immense
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skill and equipment to assist in protecting our
community that prior to the training opportunity
they did not know existed. The exercise included 33
participants over the course of the day. This space
rental earned $1,200 in fees for the museum.

Anniversaries

continued from page 1

mining in the Upper Mississippi Valley Lead-Zinc
District. By 1966, the museum had acquired the 1863
Rock School, and the museum began the development
of exhibits, dioramas, and public programs. After
recovering from a fire in 1969, the Mining Museum
grand opening was held August 21, 1971.
In 1972, museum staff successfully located the
long-lost 1845 Bevans Lead Mine in the back yard
and permitted its reopening thanks to creative
vision and the support of a highly engaged museum
leadership team. A city referendum approved funding
to construct mine safety infrastructure, a depot, and
a hoist house building. A ribbon-cutting ceremony
welcomed the public on July 3, 1976, in time for the
American Bicentennial and Platteville Sesquicentennial
celebrations. In 1978, above-ground train rides became
a much-loved part of the mine tour experience after the
Platteville Optimists donated funds to help acquire a
1931 mine locomotive with custom passenger cars.
The vision of an expansive museum campus was
realized with the opening of the Rollo Jamison Museum
in 1980 inside the 1905 Hanmer Robbins School
building. A City referendum demonstrated popular
Platteville support for acquiring the museum founded
by Rollo Jamison, who amassed his significant cultural
history collection over 70 years in nearby Beetown. This
resource sparked a new generation of research, exhibits,
and seasonal programs like Heritage Day. It inspired
a nonprofit group now known as the Friends of The
Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums to valiantly support
the museums with its endeavors through volunteerism
and philanthropy. It also inspired area citizens to pass
a city referendum for funding, and to donate additional
artifacts to the museum general collection, eager to see
local history preserved and shared.
Since the museum was formed in stages, its parts
were separated in both physicality and interpretation.
In 2017, museum leadership resolved to better unite
spaces, collections, and educational narratives across
the museum campus after completing a Museum
Assessment Program organizational assessment — and
rebranded the museum as The Mining & Rollo Jamison
Museums. In 2020, the Museums began a multi-year
process of interpretive planning, and the kickoff session
highlighted this path forward:
• Pioneering Spirit. The expression of human
ingenuity, inquiry, enterprise, and development in our
region over a long timeline is a theme that can inspire
optimism in our community and connect Platteville’s
past to its bright future.

• STEAM Power. Reconnecting with our roots
as not only a historical museum but also a Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math museum with
elements of a living laboratory will take full advantage
of our collection, natural setting, and assets.
• Play-Friendly. Offering mission-related hands-on
children’s discovery areas will keep youth engaged as
they advance through the grades.
• Tied In. There is fertile ground in building
partnerships with other organizations.
These targets, together with rediscovery of our rich
history informed the Site & Facilities Comprehensive
Plan. (See story on page 1.)

Harry Jebens, Museum Board president from 1971-1979, visited the
museum in June with his daugher, Tara.

Plan

continued from page 1

Flesch first contacted TKWA, a firm well known in
Wisconsin and beyond for thoughtful projects focused
on sustainability and holistic designs, the firm presented
the completed plan to board members and other key
museum stakeholders. On June 22, they presented
the plan to the Platteville Common Council. TKWA
worked with museum staff throughout the pandemic,
conducting in-person site visits and numerous meetings
and responding to real-time fact-finding during the
course of the IMLS Inspire! Grant Project for collections
stewardship, the Collections Assessment for Preservation
program, and Interpretive Planning Visioning.
This comprehensive plan celebrates the future of
The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, which is pleased
to announce a year of milestone anniveraries honoring
Wisconsin know-how and can-do spirit. Just as we
consciously crafted many intergenerational initiatives
for this special year that integrate the two distinct
aspects of our museums’ identity — the humanities
aspect of history and culture, and the STEAM aspect of
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math — the
same holistic place-based approach has been brought
to the comprehensive planning process. By advancing
plans for the next phase of museum campus design, we
reaffirm a commitment to serving our community for
decades to come and to inspiring the next generation of
thinkers, makers, doers, and innovators.
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Annual Report, 2020
COMBINED REVENUE

COMBINED EXPENSE

REVENUE

EXPENSE

City of Platteville Museum Department		

$235,063

City of Platteville Museum Department		

$235,063

Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums

$77,535

Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums

$61,523

TOTAL					$312,598

TOTAL					$296,586

202 0 ACCOM PLI S HM E N T S
Operations, Programs & Collections
• Received prestigious grant awards from the Wisconsin
Humanities Council and National Endowment for the
Humanities to retain 2020 operations staff
• Awarded a two-year IMLS Inspire! Grant for Small Museums
for Improving Collections Care & Public Access, and welcomed
grant-supported Museum Specialist-Collections Rachel Vang
and Collections Management Intern Sherri Hall
• Introduced a new website enabling unprecedented content
access and virtual program participation
• Created a slate of free online programs and virtual tours
that extended our public reach further than ever, while
simultaneously opening to the public July 1 for in-person SelfGuided Museum Tours & Train Rides (delayed from May 1)
• Launched the first-ever Virtual School Field Trip for 4th
graders to reach more students than ever before
• Produced a free 360-degree Google Virtual Tour on our
website for visitors from around the world to discover

Buildings & Grounds

• Released 26 educational videos for Virtual Heritage Day
(pictured here), watched by 12,000+ viewers in 2020

• Received a mine inspection report confirming structural
longevity and safety of the Bevans Mine

• Hosted the 2nd Annual Miners Ball Sept. 5 as a successful
“No Show” gala program and fundraiser

• Sandblasted and repainted the 1931 Whitcomb mine train for
the first time since 1978, and mechanically restored its engine

• Adapted our “African American Miners in the Lead Mine
District” exhibit to our website and Vamonde

• Planted 300 native plants along Virgin Avenue as part of the
newly inaugurated Gail & Wesly E. Kopp Memorial Pollinator
Garden

• Created the first in a series of STEAM virtual programs for
middle school students on SeeSaw and FlipGrid
• Offered a thoughtful and well-attended series of lectures on
Slavery in Platteville via Zoom
• Conducted a popular social media learning series highlighting
our collections and mining history
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• Added metal plant labels as Phase 1 of interpretive signage to
Kopp Memorial Pollinator Garden with AARP grant support
• Refreshed our curb appeal with three new fully lit exterior signs
• Replaced all overhead mine light fixtures with donated
LED bulbs

FRIENDS OF THE MINING & ROLLO JAMISON MUSEUMS
2020 Revenue

2020 Expense

REVENUE

EXPENSE

Endowment
Fundraising Events
In Kind		
Investment Earnings
Membership
Restricted Contributions
Unrestricted Contributions		

$$18,049
$250
$233
$1,120
$22,644
$53,289

TOTAL

$77,535

		

Administration		
Buildings & Grounds
Collections & Exhibition
Educational Programs
Fundraising		
Outreach & Media
Scholarships
Support to City		

$1,338
$1,625
$1,500
$1,357
$7,336
$2,953
$$51,234

TOTAL		

$61,523

CITY OF PLATTEVILLE MUSEUM DEPARTMENT
2020 Revenue

2020 Expense

REVENUE

EXPENSE

City of Platteville General Fund
Earned Income
Unrestricted Contributed Income (Friends)
Restricted Contributed Income (Grants)
Museum Trusts & Revolving Funds

$98,189
$8,496
$51,234
$47,880
$29,264

TOTAL				

$235,063

Buildings & Grounds
CIP
		
Office & Administration
Operations
Outreach & Media
Personnel
Planning

$14,979
$4,392
$2,629
$24,929
$12,376
$154,557
$21,201

TOTAL

$235,063
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'Wish' List

Once the Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums have met
their annual commitment to fund nearly $50,000 in general museum
operations plus several museum programs, they support the museum
by helping to fund special projects. Following is our wish list of items
the museum would like for special projects related to collections care,
programming, and events. Please contact Museum Director Erik Flesch if
you are interested in donating funds for all or part of any of these items.

Two Aurora Weapons Storage Cabinets________________Each $3,408
ELSEC Model 776 Handheld Light Monitor Data Logger______$1,970
Replace Two Koehring Dumptor Seats and Steering Wheels____$1,000
Weld-Repair and Paint Six Train Cars Stored Outdoors____Each $800
Weld Handrails on Steel Ladder and Paint for Koehring Dumptor
and horse-drawn carriage access_____________________________$800
DRK Light 35W Short-Wave UV Lamp for fluorescent mineral
prospecting workshops____________________________________$474
Convoy S2 Long-Wave UV Flashlights – set of 12 for fluorescent
mineral prospecting workshops_____________________________$430
Weber Original Kettle Premium Charcoal Grill, 22-Inch, Black for
Events Such as Volunteer Appreciation Picnic_________________$175

Board Members

City of Platteville
Museum Board
Eileen Nickels, President
Brad Brogley
Jennifer Collins
Deb Jenny
Garrett Jones
Deb Rice
Mark Stead
Friends of the
Mining & Rollo Jamison
Museums Board
Deb Jenny, President
Hap Daus, Vice President
Duane DeYoung, Treasurer
Dee Woolf, Secretary
Mark Haas
Eileen Nickels
Bill Van Deest

Miners Ball

Thank you to all the sponsors,
auction donors, auction bidders,
and attendees of the Sept. 17
Miners Ball! The Miners Ball
remains the largest annual
fundraiser of the Friends of The
Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums.
Mark your calendar for the next
Miners Ball: Feb. 4, 2023.

Recent Grant Awards

NEA Arts Challenge America
Our museum has been selected to receive a $10,000 National
Endowment for the Arts Challenge America: Arts Engagement in
American Communities grant. The grant will help support general
operating expenses associated with cultivating arts and culture in
our community — which is a natural complement to our sharing
the stories of the natural history, cultural history, and science and
industry of our region. The grant period begins October 2021.
Wisconsin Humanities Recovery Grant
This summer we were selected to receive a $9,985 Wisconsin
Humanities Recovery Grant for the period of mid-August 2021
through October 2022. It will support operations helping us prevent,
prepare for, respond to, and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.
page 18

Pick & Gad Raffle
Thank you to all who supported
the museum this summer by
purchasing a Pick & Gad Raffle
ticket or helping to sell raffle
tickets! Also, congratulations to
the winners, including grand prize
winner Bob Hundhausen (above)!
Save the date for this fun and
important new annual fundraiser
in 2022: Ticket sales open on
Heritage Day on July 4 and the
drawing is on Mine Day in August.

Behind the Scenes

A

s I reflect on the history
of our museum in this
milestone anniverary
year, I am in awe of the
accomplishments that our
museum campus represents both
in physicality and in legacy.
Our museum truly does
represent a miracle — a nexus
of more than a half-century of vision and leadership,
what I call a confluence of good ideas, "know-how,"
and the "can-do spirit." It has required great board
members who not only supported us politically and
financially, but also intellectually. It required adept
staff members, not only at the administrative level, but
also in collections registration and exhibit fabrication,
operations, and visitor services. It required a supportive
community who not only participated in museum
programs, but also voted on key referendums and made
private philanthropic gifts, large and small, and invested
in memberships. It required a cooperative Platteville City
Council who was forward-looking and willing to help
find solutions. Perhaps most importantly, it required a
spirit of adventure and fun inherent in all pioneering.
This fall, after having had a solid financial year
Please consider making a donation
to support our operations and
programming.
• The Friends are a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, EIN 39-1363989.
• Gifts are tax deductible to the
limits of the law.
• You can give conveniently online:
www.mining.jamison.museum/donate
• Please consider the Museums in
your estate plans.

Please return form and make
checks payable to:

The Friends of the Mining &
Rollo Jamison Museums
P.O. Box 780
Platteville, WI 53818
Contact Erik Flesch at (608) 348-3301
or museumdirector@platteville.org
with questions.

to date despite the monumental challenges presented
by the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, I
once again ask for your help in the 4th-quarter big
push to achieve our Annual Fund goal to ensure our
small crew can continue operations in 2022. Won't you
please make your annual gift of general support to the
Friends of The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums? If
you have given already this year and look favorably on
all we have accomplished, please consider becoming a
monthly sustainer, or adopting a Wish List item (see
p. 18), or setting up an annual Required Minimum
Distribution gift, or adding a charitable bequest to the
museum in your will.
Once our Annual Fund goals are met each year we
can look to the future. Now that we have completed
a Site & Facilities Comprehensive Plan and we lay
the foundation for a successful capital campaign to
make that plan a reality, it is clear that we will need
to engineer yet another small museum miracle — one
that once again will require a nexus of ideas, know-how
and the can-do spirit. Rollo Jamison's adage holds true:
There is nothing new under the sun!
Warm regards,
		
		

Erik Flesch, Museum Director
(608) 348-3301



Letter From the Museum Director

Name(s) for Acknowledgement: _____________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP:___________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________ Email: __________________________________________

Gift Information o Anonymous, please.

o I am interested to discuss a bequest.

o I/We enclose a $______________ gift of general support to be used where needed most.
o I/We enclose a restricted gift of $______________ for the following Wish List Item:
________________________________________________________________________
o I/We Wish to be Sustainers and to a Make a Recurring Gift of $ _________________
This sustaining gift will
be ongoing until I contact
o Checking o Savings
o Quarterly o Annually
the museum to increase,
Bank Name __________________________________________ decrease, or cancel.

Account Type:

Frequency: o Monthly (~15th of month)

Account # ___________________________ Routing # ___________________________
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________

Charge the One-Time Donation to: o MasterCard o Visa o AmEx o Discover
Card #: ________________________________ Exp. Date: _____________ CSC #: ___________
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________
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Renew Your Annual Gift and Attend!

Annual Meeting & Program Each Fall

A Year of Unlimited Tours & Train Rides

Make your annual
gift of $35+ now
to attend the
Annual Meeting
and Program
on November 13
FREE! Enjoy
speaker Ben Strand
as he brings the
Blackhawk War to life. Discover
new exhibits and museum initiatives
while nibbling hors d'oeuvres with
friends.
Donors and Members of the Friends
of the Mining & Rollo Jamison
Museums enjoy unlimited free
admission, mine tours, train rides,
and 10% off in the Museum Store!

Make checks payable to the Friends of the Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums
or make your gift online at www.mining.jamison.museum.

Contact Us!

The Mining &
Rollo Jamison Museums
405 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 780
Platteville, WI 53818
(608) 348-3301
museums@platteville.org
Visit us on the web at
www.mining.jamison.museum

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Platteville, WI 53818-0780
405 E. Main St./P.O. Box 780
The Jamison Museum Association
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Platteville, WI 53818
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